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Abstract:

The history of the human use and exploration @babkter Caverns reflects the
emergence of American environmentalism during Wentieth century. The progression
of the management of Alabaster Caverns from exailoit and resource extraction to
conservation, preservation, and education alsamnsithe public’s evolving beliefs,
attitudes, and actions regarding environmentaliSime community's exploitation and
extraction of natural resources in the caverns,then attitudes of appreciation of the
park, have often overlapped and sometimes workathsigone another. Alabaster
Cavern's story of human exploration, exploitat@mg conservation emerged throughout
the twentieth century and continued into the twdmrst along with the American
environmentalism movement.

Alabaster Caverns' story predates the estabéishof state parks in Oklahoma,
with the first homesteaders arriving in the area assult of the Land Run of 1893 that
opened the Cherokee Outlet. During the early déyts exploration, the system of caves
that make up the park were called the Bat Cavesausecof the large bat population that
could be seen emerging from the caves each evahsuynset. Over the next three
decades, area residents discovered that althoedhritd above the caves proved unfit for
farming, there were resources below the surfadethies could extract for economic
gain, including mining the caves for gypsum, badrgy and alabaster. Throughout each
transfer of ownership or lease agreement, the ganessded a local playground for area
visitors seeking a day of adventure, ultimatelylag to the acquisition of the property
by the State of Oklahoma for the development dategark. Over the past sixty years,
the State of Oklahoma's management policies digjdkie use and preservation of
Alabaster Caverns have continued to evolve intewardship advocating conservation,
preservation, and education.
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CHAPTER |

"IN THE FAMOUS CIMARRON COUNTRY"

Driving north on State Highway 50 from its junctizvith Highway 412 in
northwestern Oklahoma, travelers see a rollingdaagde dotted by cedar trees, brush,
and lush green fields. In the distance, mesas tharkemnants of an ancient mountain
range. The pavement rises and falls to accommakl@tecenic terrain, rich in geological
history, filled with hidden canyons, caves, andsibiiels. A newspaper described the
scene in 1928: “Throughout the region...the landsisvdd and barren of improvements
as any undiscovered country.... Most of the lantbigered with grass on which cattle
seem to thrive, but sage brush apparently is wieatountry was adapted to by nature.”

Little has changed the landscape in the last pifie¢ years. Cattle still roam
and the terrain is still covered with grass ancedawish, but now the advances of
technology and infrastructure dot the landscagblerform of modern wind turbines, oil
pump jacks, and tanks. To the east of Highwayd6@ens of white oil and natural gas
tanks are scattered across the panorama. Newmglsites mar the scene with their

hulking equipment rising into the sky and strippthg surrounding land of all

L«Little Girl Leads the Way Into Queer Bat Canyora\ Freedom,The OklahomanSeptember
23,1928, n.p.
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vegetation. This is Oklahoma’s energy traditiohaad natural gas drawn from far
beneath the surface of the earth.

A shift of perspective to the western horizon edserregular rows of slowly
spinning turbines atop tall white columns toweraigpve the prairie. The wind farm, and
its collection of a clean, renewable resourceegotdl the growing demand for alternatives
to polluting forms of energy. The traveler’s chemggpoint of view from the oil tanks in
the east to the wind turbines in the west symbslthe public’s transformation in attitude
from consumption of natural resources to an apatieci for the natural beauty of the
geography as well as a responsibility to proteetehvironment.

Located in the midst of this landscape lies Alada€averns State PafkThe
entrance of the main cavern is tucked in the sfdeedlar Canyon. The park is located
on two hundred acres in Sections 28 and 33 of Thipri26 North, Range 18 West, five
miles south of Freedom in Woodward County, Oklahdn#dabaster Caverns is one of
the largest natural gypsum caves in the world,ralite) more than a half a mile
underground with 6,146 feet of passége.

The history of the human use and exploration efdéverns reflects the
emergence of American environmentalism during Wentieth century. The progression

of the management of Alabaster Caverns from exailort and resource extraction to

2 See Appendix A for a map with the location of Bdater Caverns in Oklahoma.

% J. Harlen Bretz, "A Solution Cave in Gypsunitie Journal of Geolog@0, (May 1952): 279:;
Arthur J. Myers, "Alabaster Cavern§)klahoma Geology Note20, (June 1960): 132. The exact
coordinates are the southwest quarter of sectidil @8 acre tract) and the northwest section of the
northwest section of section 33 (forty acre traotth in Township 26 North; Range 18 West. See
Appendix for map of the area. See Appendix B farap of Township 26 North; Range 18 West.

* Arthur J. Myers et alGuide to Alabaster Cavern and Woodward County, Biiaa,Oklahoma

Geological Survey Guide Book XV (Norman: UniversitifOklahoma, 1991%; Bruce Baker, "Alabaster
Caverns State Park, Oklahom&ldtional Speleological Society New& (April 1988): 84.
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conservation, preservation, and education alsansithe public’s evolving beliefs,
attitudes, and actions regarding environmentaliSime community's exploitation and
extraction of natural resources in the caverns,taenl appreciation of the park, have
often overlapped and sometimes worked against ooner. Alabaster Cavern's story of
human exploration, exploitation, and conservatioerged throughout the twentieth
century and continued into the twenty-first witle thmerican environmentalism
movement.

Early conservationists and preservationists ssd@iiord Pinchot and John Muir
laid the foundations for environmentalism. Giffpedleading proponent of conservation,
fought for the creation of a national forest seevbecause of his concern about logging
practices and his belief that the industry needdaktregulated to protect forests as well
as to maintain itself. He believed in conservatbnesources that is the protection of
resources so that they might serve the greatest fgodhe majority for the longest time
possible> John Muir believed in the preservation of Nortméyica's wilderness,
protecting it from all human encroachment and dgwelent. Congress merged both of
these philosophies in the management and promotioational parks, when it passed
the National Park Service Organic Act, establishirgNational Park Service in 1916.
Stephen Mather, the National Park Service's firgictbr, understood that to protect the
national parks public support would be necessdgther sought support by
coordinating with newspapers and businesses suchli@ads to raise awareness and
promote tourism. These early efforts created itlsé public support for such policies, but

as historian Neil Maher argues, the environmentalement's origins as a popular

® Zeb Larson, "Silver Falls State Park and theyHanvironmental MovementO®regon
Historical Quarterly112, (Spring 2011): 37-38.
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enterprise can be traced to the New Deal era pmugycd the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPAJhe CCC benefited young
unemployed men when it fed and housed them inanylistyle camps across the United
States. The CCC put these men to work in projbetisincluded reforestation, soil
conservation, fire prevention, road constructiord park building. Their efforts
provided these young men with positive experiengaking in the outdoors that
prepared them for later vocations. Their work &stered an appreciation for nature
and the environment they had helped to protectiavelop into spaces that everyone
could enjoy’ The State of Oklahoma, like many other statefited from the efforts of
the CCC through the establishment of its state pgskem.

Alabaster Cavern's history also follows the pdtmany state park histories in the
United States with respect to the surrounding comtys pursuit of its protection as a
state park. While the caverns did not benefit fidgew Deal programs like many other
state parks, Alabaster Caverns benefited fromupeat of local boosters. Businessmen
and politicians in northwest Oklahoma sought tleaton of the state park in order to
preserve its unique geological formation as wefloaghe economic benefit of the region
where it was located.

Alabaster Caverns' story predates the establishafestate parks in Oklahoma,
with the first homesteaders arriving in the arearduthe Land Run of 1893 that opened
the Cherokee Outlet. During the early days oéxgloration, the system of caves that

make up the park were called the Bat Caves beadubke large bat population that could

® Neil M. Maher,Nature's New Deal: The Civilian Conservation Coapsl the Roots of the
American Environmental Movemefitlew York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 225.

’ 1bid.
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be seen emerging from the caves each evening sg¢tsu@ver the next three decades,
area residents discovered that although the landeathve caves proved unfit for farming,
there were resources below the surface that thelg extract for economic gain,
including gypsum, bat guano, and alabaster. ThHrougeach transfer of ownership or
lease agreement, the caves provided a local plaggrtor area visitors seeking a day of
adventure, ultimately leading to the acquisitiorir@ property by the State of Oklahoma
for the development of a state park. During thet gty years, the State of Oklahoma's
management policies dictating the use and presernvat Alabaster Caverns have
continued to evolve into a stewardship advocatmgservation, preservation, and
education.

Although the land was originally claimed duringt@herokee Outlet Land Run in
1893, it was not proved on by the original claimaatr was it further developed or
commercialized, until 1928. In 1910, Hugh Littomrghased a 160 acre tract of land
from the Department of the Interior for $173%4n 1911, Mr. E. L. Leighton purchased
a forty acre parcel from the State of Oklahohiahese two tracts of land now make up
Alabaster Caverns State Park. In 1931, Dr. JameSddumann and his nephew, Albert
H. Grass, owner-financed the purchase of Littorop@rty and Schumann worked to
develop it for six years. Then in 1939, anothgyh®av, Charles Grass, bought the caves,

and over the next thirteen years, he promoted arddr developed the caverns into a

8 Final Receipt Record Book B/oodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 598e Tend
description is SW 1/4 Section 28 in Township 26tNoRange 18 West.

° Miscellaneous Records Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 5he Tand
description is the NW section of NW Section 33 owhship 26 North, Range 18 West. Under the
Oklahoma Enabling Act of June 16, 1906: sectionvd8 reserved " for charitable and penal instingio
and public buildings, shall be apportioned and asggl of as the Legislature of said State may phestr
Oklahoma Enabling Act, June 16, 1906 c. 3335, 88tat. 273,
http://www.clo.state.ok.us/OKLAHOMAENABLINGACTSeatns7thrul2.pdf (accessed April 8, 2013).
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tourist attraction. In 1953, Grass sold the Alada€averns to the State of Oklahoma so
that people enjoy the natural wonder rather thiowethe caves to pass to another private
owner and an uncertain futufe.Today, Alabaster Caverns is one of Oklahomatsythi
five state parks managed by the Oklahoma TourisiirRatreation Department.

To appreciate the recent human history of AlalvaSéverns it is necessary to
discuss briefly the geological history of the lariduring the Permian Age, around 270
million years ago, a large shallow inland sea ed¢einfrom the Gulf of Mexico across
Texas and Oklahoma into eastern Kansas and soteghe&kebraska. For millions of
years the waters rose and fell. When the inlaadesentually receded, it left behind
layers of gypsum, dolomite, and shale depositsth\ttie receding waters, cracks formed
in the rock seabed and allowed water to channehdmmeath the earth, dissolving and
eroding away soil and rock over millions of yeaseing the caves in the Cimarron
River Valley of northwest Oklahoma, including Alaer Caverns®

The main cave at Alabaster Caverns State Paheikltgest gypsum cave in the
world developed for touristtf. Out of 185 designated “show caves” in the Uniéates,
Alabaster Caverns is the only gypsum c&/&he main chamber of the cave is 2,256 feet
long!* The cave extends approximately a half a mile fhastour exit, but this area of

the cave is small and clogged with fallen boulddtstherefore, is not accessible to

19 ouise B. James, “Englishman Shaped the Lore abaster CavernsTheOklahoman
August 9, 1987; Senator Claude E. Seaman, to Cilé&y.Chairman Alabaster Caverns Committee at
Freedom, January 5, 1953, Alabaster Caverns BtateHistory File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

1 Myers,Guide to Alabaster Cavern and Woodward County, Biiag 7.

12 Arthur J. Myers, "Alabaster Cavern€klahoma Geology Note20 (June 1960): 132.

13 caywood, "Alabaster Caverns State Park History" n

4 Myers, "Alabaster Cavernsklahoma Geology Note$32. See Appendix C for a map of the
cave.

www.manaraa.com



visitors®® The maximum depth of the floor of the cave isheideet below the surface
and the roof of the cave ranges from twenty toyféeet thick from the ceiling of the cave
to the land surface above. The entrance to Alab&steern is through a collapsed
sinkhole on the side of a north-facing cliff in @ed€Canyon, a narrow, steep-sided valley,
about two miles long. Cedar Creek runs througtctmyon and drains into Long Creek,
which drains into the Cimarron River. The CimarRiner forms the boundary between
Woods and Woodward counties five miles north ofbAlster Caverns State Pafk.
Gypsum is hydrous calcium sulfate and comes i Varieties: satinspar,
gypsite, alabaster, selenite, and rock gypsumth©five varieties, Alabaster Caverns
includes rock gypsum, selenite, and alabaSteatinspar is fibrous with a silky luster.
Gypsite, also called gypseous clay, is composgubafus earthy impure gypsum mixed
with sand and clay® Rock gypsum is medium to coarse grained formitigresive thick
sedimentary bedS. Gypsum is a soft mineral, rating a two on Mohsihass scale of
one to ten and a fingernail will easily scratcfitt is used in a variety of construction
materials including plaster, sheet rock, stuccouatic tiles, cement, and adhesives.

Gypsum is also used in plaster molds for everytfiag pottery to surgical and dental

15 Myers, Guide to Alabaster Cavern and Woodward CountyaBing 16.
16 Myers, "Alabaster CavernsQklahoma Geology Note$32.

"«plabaster Caverns Video Script,” n.p. Alabastaverns State Park History File, Alabaster
Caverns State Park.

18 Kaulir Kisor Chatterjee, "Gypsum," i@ypsum: Properties, Production and Applicatioed,
Delia H. Sampson (New York: Nova Science Publisheis, 2011), 235.

19 Chatterjee, "Gypsum," 235.
2 Chatterjee, "Gypsum,” 237; R. M. Santmyers, "Gypsiits uses and preparation" (Washington,
DC: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Mid@29), 6. In Hathi Trust Digital Library,

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.3901502&a75#page/5/mode/lup (accessed February 20,
2013).
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work. Other uses for gypsum include paper makegilizer, soil conditioning,
insecticides, paint, textiles, and to dilute cergaharmaceuticals to reduce the
concentration of active ingredierfs.Selenite, a transparent crystal, is seen thraugho
Alabaster Caverns. One of the most impressivedtions of the crystal is a large
selenite boulder just past the Encampment Roongaida the visitor's path. Selenite
can split into thin leaves, which can bend but wdt spring back to shape the way thin
leaves of mica do. Because of its resemblancedda,marly settlers throughout the
southwest region of the United States often inatlyealled selenite "isinglas$®.
Alabaster is massive, fine grained, granular, ardpact, and artists often used it to
make fine art objects. The main cavern contaipesiés of #1 grade Alabaster that is
good for carving artwork, décor, or making jeweltyis for the beautiful polished
surfaces of Alabaster found throughout the cavirasthe early owner and developer of
the park, Dr. J. M. Schumann, chose to name thivgeal formation formerly known
by local residents as the “Bat Cavés.”

Historians have not studied the history of the horaxploration, use,
conservation, or preservation of Alabaster Caveand;very few scholars have examined

Oklahoma State Parks' histdfy. The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office

2L Chatterjee, "Gypsum," 237-238, 244.

22 Johan August Udden, "The Deep Boring at SpBulletin of the University of Texas: Scientific
SeriesNo. 28 (October 5, 1914): 20; Johan August Uddéds to Identification of Geological Formations,
(Austin: University of Texas, 1919): 14.

ZStore House of Nature's ArfThe OklahomanSeptember 6, 1936, n.p.

24 "Final Survey Report Intensive-Level Survey of NBeal-Era State Parks in Oklahoma,"
Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office, Jus@31 In Oklahoma History Center Research Center
Online, http://www.okhistory.org/shpo/thematic/neatparks.pdf (accessed March 30, 2013);

Maria N. Kluemper, "Oklahoma Residents' PerceptmfriState Parks" (master's thesis, Oklahoma State
University, July 2005); Kluemper provides a verieboverview of the history of State Parks in
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conducted an architectural and historic resourceesiof ten state parks that the
National Park Service and the CCC developed duhadNew Deal, but these state parks
all pre-date the establishment of Alabaster CavBtate Park® The State Historic
Preservation Office intended the report to helpriBon and Recreation Department
identify historically and architecturally signifisaresources. The report would also
identify resources eligible for the National Registf Historic Places as well as help the
department plan for the preservation of signifiaasoburced® There are histories
addressing state parks in Texas, Arizona, Minnesdédo, Oregon, Washington, and
South Carolind’ Much of recent scholarship addresses the roléesf Deal programs

in developing state parks and the National Parki&&rand often attributes the
successful establishment and growth of state garitse Civilian Conservation Corps
camps throughout each state and their work on rofthe earliest state parks.

Alabaster Caverns did not become a state park 10568, so it does not fit into the

Oklahoma. Her thesis provides an analysis of #eeand perceptions of the parks with the goal of
developing a planning tool for Oklahoma State Parks

% “Final Survey Report Intensive-Level Survey ofiNBeal-Era State Parks in Oklahoma,"
Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office, Jua@3] iv.

2 bid, iv.

2" Chester H. Armstrong, comfregon State Parks: History, 1917-1963alem: Oregon State
Highway Department, 1965); Thomas R. Coke Park Builders: A History of State Parks in Beific
Northwest(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1988)y R/. Meyer,Everyone’s Country Estate: A
History of Minnesota’s State ParkSt. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Pres§1)9Tara Mitchell
Mielnik, New Deal, New Landscape: The Civilian Conserva@onps and South Carolina's Stdarks
(Columbia: The University of South Carolina PreX3]1); Jay M. Pricézateways to the Southwest: The
Story of Arizona State ParkSucson: The University of Arizona Press, 2004nés Wright Steel\Rarks
For Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New @Aaktin: University of Texas Press, 1999).

% Ney C. LandrumThe State Park Movement in America: A Critical iRev(Columbia:
University of Missouri Press, 2004);; Neil M. MahBiature's New Deal: The Civilian Conservation Corps
and the Roots of the American Environmental Movéiiaw York: Oxford University Press, 2008);
Perry H. Merrill,Roosevelt's Forest Army: A History of the Civil@anservatiorCorps (Montpelier, VT:
Perry H. Merrill, 1981); MielnikNew Deal, New Landscapkial K. RothmanPreserving Different Pasts
(Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1989).
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pattern of many of the state park histories that@re the importance of New Deal
programs. Nor did Alabaster Caverns directly befiefm any of the New Deal
programs. The CCC was important to the first gpaiks in Oklahoma as well as states
like South Carolina; both did not have a state pgdtem until after the establishment of
the CCC* Other states like Texas experienced rapid grafitheir state parks system
because of New Deal programs and work conductdddZ CC and guidance by the
National Parks Servic®. After the termination of New Deal programs thelped
establish many of the first state parks arounchtten, gaining the support of town and
regional boosters and businesses became impaootéme selection and establishment of
state parks. Local boosters were essential testablishment of Alabaster Caverns as a
state park. Local businessman and State Senasad€E. Seaman worked on behalf of
his constituents to ensure the creation of the statk®’

Additional historical research has explored thigonal parks more than state

parks®? In 2004, Ney Landrum, director emeritus of FlarBtate Parks presented his

2 Kluemper, "Oklahoma Residents' Perceptions oeJRatrks," 42; MielnikNew Deal, New
Landscape,xi.

%0 Steely,Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the Newl,0&7.

31 Senator Claude E. Seaman to C. A. Lile, Chairmkabaster Caverns Committee at Freedom,
January and February 1953, Alabaster Caverns BtateHistory File, Alabaster Caverns State Park
Office.

% John A. Baden and Donald Le#he Yellowstone Primer: Land and Resource
Management in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosy$8an Francisco: Pacific Research Institute Foli®ub
Policy, 1990); Russell E. Dickensadur National Parks: Current Issues and Future Riiens
(Stillwater, OK: 1984 Nat Walker Lectureship Oktetha State University, 1984); Chris J. Magoc,
Yellowstone: The Creation and Selling of an Anaericandscape, 1870-19@¢Albuquerque: The
University of New Mexico Press, 199%athy S. MasonNatural Museums: U.S. National Parks, 1872-
1916(East Lansing: Michigan State University Pres§80Judith L. Meyer;The Spirit of Yellowstone:
The Cultural Evolution of a National PafBoulder: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc996);
National Parks for the Futur@Vashington, DC: The Conservation Foundation, 19A2) K. Rothman,
Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Centémerican WesfLawrence, KS: University of Kansas
Press, 1998); RothmaRreserving DifferenPasts; Paul Schullery and Lee Whittleddyth and History in
the Creation of Yellowstori¢ational Park(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2003)rlea D.

10
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work on the State Park Movement in America, budidenot intend for it to serve as a
history of all state parks in the United Statedaanting task considering the number of
parks. Instead, he looked at the emergence of Mhatgued was a state park movement
across the nation that sought to preserve and makeety of landscapes accessible to
the public. Landrum argues that the first NatidBahference on State Parks in 1921
served as a catalyst for this movem&nhational Parks Service Director Stephen
Mather called for the conference because of theditrans put onto the National Park
Service on the kinds of landscapes that could beydated as national parks. Only those
landscapes that were considered unique and brkiptanough to be described as the
crown jewels of the North American landscape cdiddome a national park. Mather
was concerned that other potential park lands weisg left unprotected and
unappreciated; a void that the creation of statkspeould fill. Mather's solution was to
call for the National Conference to promote thenghoand spread of state parks across
the natior®*

There has also been very little historical redeart caves although there are
many articles and books dedicated to various stieaspects of caves, ranging from
their geological histories, theories regarding fation, and the delicate ecological
environment of caves and their flora and faunarlsBad Caverns in New Mexico and

Mammoth Cave in Kentucky are both national parke@lsas caves and historians have

Unrau,Basin and Range: A History of Great Basin NatioRark, NevadgU. S. Dept. of the Interior:
National Park Service, 1990).

33 Landrum,The State Park Movement in America: A Critical iReyxii.

34 \bid, 76-78.

11
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examined their history but nothing beyoritl. Alabaster Caverns has been the subject of
several geological articles and the work producedthur Myers in the 1960s remains
the standard source on its geological histry.

The sources used in this history of Alabaster @a/evere found in the historical
files at the park's office, state archives, guiasdso brochures, advertising handbills,
government reports, and county property recordgabaster Caverns' historical files
include several letters and interviews with induats who visited the caverns beginning
in 1910 through the 1930s--these remain the eadmsumented accounts about the
caverns. Research also included newspaper articlesicling the activities and events
that took place at Alabaster Caverns beginning thighfirst known account in 1906.
Most of the published work regarding the Alaba&taverns can be found in newspaper
and popular magazine articles devoted to promdataogsm of the area; some of these

articles also reveal significant events in the [sahkstory.

% Katie Algeo, "Mammoth Cave and the Making of RlASoutheasterGeography 44, (May
2004), 27-47. Hal RothmaBevil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Centduyerican West
(Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 19988-66.

% J. Myers et al.Guide to Alabaster Cavern and Woodward County, fiiaa,Oklahoma
Geological Survey Guide Book XV (Norman: UniversitiyOklahoma, 1991)-16.

12
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CHAPTER Il

NATIVE AMERICANS AND EARLY SETTLERS IN NORTHWEST OKHOMA

While there are no known documented instancesiaidm use of Alabaster
Caverns before Euro-American settlement of the eréae latter part of the nineteenth
century, stories about Native Americans, outlawsl, @arly explorers in the vicinity
abound. Locals have passed down stories; letteesyiews, and newspaper accounts
document early speculation about the possible @angbitants of Alabaster Caverns. It
is reasonable to speculate that early nomadicstab@&ative Americans stumbled upon
the caves, especially when historical records demumany plains tribes located
approximately 35 miles southwest of Fort Supplynfdstunately, all archeological
evidence that might have once existed appearsvio\enished as adventurous explorers
toured the caverns and likely took away souverfith@r visit when they returned home,
leaving behind only stories and speculation. Theneains no archeological evidence of
human occupation or use of Alabaster Caverns béfier&uro-American settlement of
the Cherokee Outlet in the 1893. In an articl€he Oklahomam September 1936, Dr.
James Schumann, an early developer of the caveeadai'The caves offered refuge from

the enemy and storm. Tools and weapons were dised\n the cave, along with

13
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buffalo bones that gave evidence of feasts. Antdex smoked by signal fires is called
the Encampment roont."

Newspapers printed stories about outlaws likethkkon Gang whose exploits in
southeastern Kansas put them in close proximitiieédBat Caves and Cedar Canyon,
where they supposedly hidNevertheless, evidence of outlaw use of the c@vias also
disappeared. It is probable that Native Ameridaresny about the caves because they
were known to travel in the area around the camdscauld not help but notice the large
bat population that announced its location evergraer evening when they exited the
caves to hunt for insects. For this same reasemutd have been easy for early
European and American explorers, as well as outéawlsbandits, to stumble upon the
existence of the Alabaster Caverns.

The earliest European explorers in the area wer&panish conquistadors.
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado crossed northweStdamoma in 1541, and his
expedition chronicles the migratory people, probdhins Apaches, who lived in small
tents made of animal skin and lived off bison nfedy the late seventeenth century, the
French claimed the vast area west of the Missis&peer, named it Louisiana, and
introduced a plan to trap and profit from the retgdaund. Louisiana became United
States territory in 1803 and soon American exp®asd traders moved into the West.

One of these traders, Thomas James of St. Lodis, pearty of trappers up the North

1 "Store House of Nature's ArtThe OklahomarSeptember 6, 1936, n.p.

2 Otis Bickford, “The Hidden Secrets of Cedar Canydie Freedom CallSeptember 1967, n.p.

3 A.M. Gibson, "History of Woodward County@Guide to Alabaster Cavern and Woodward
County, OklahomaDklahoma Geological Survey Guide Book XV (Normamivégrsity of Oklahoma,
1991),25.

* Ibid.
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Canadian River to the mouth of Wolf Creek in preés&nodward County, approximately
thirty-five miles southwest of Alabaster Caverdames established a stockade to store
his goods and serve as a trading base with the Gdmaand Kiowa, while men from his
party trapped for furs and hides along Wolf Creed#t an the plains of northwest
Oklahoma’

Traffic in the area steadily increased duringrihmeteenth century as American
settlers traveled through the region on their wayf Missouri to Santa Fe, New Mexico,
which was part of Mexico until the Mexican War. oia and Comanche leaders argued
that these emigrants scared away the game anaykestnison, deer, and antelope herds
at the same time they were facing incursion fromhewn Cheyenne and Arapahoe tribes
drifting south in search of game. Because ofitlgseased traffic from multiple
opposing cultures, conflicts developed. Kiowa, @oohe, and Apache bands
customarily camped each season in the Wolf Credkugper North Canadian River area,
and they resented intrusibnTwo of the more popular watering areas were athne
Osage Springs and Boiling Springs--now a state |oadted just twenty-five miles
southwest of Alabaster Caverns. Deep rutted traiés the springs and scattered camp
debris suggest the frequent use of these wateamgsoby wandering Native American
bands’

After the Indian Removal Act of 1830, the Unite@i®s government forced many

eastern tribes to move west to Indian Territonythe Treaty of New Echota of 1835, the

® Gibson, "History of Woodward County," 25-26.
® Gibson, "History of Woodward County," 26.

" Ibid.
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Cherokee ceded their claims on land east of theib&gppi River to the United States,
which effectively forced them to move west to Indigerritory. In Article two of the
treaty, the government outlined the lands in tihetéey given to the Cherokee as well as
the seven million acres, which included Alabastav€ns, as an outlet to hunting larfs.
The region was mostly unused by the Cherokeesyamanelse until after the Civil War
when the growth of American interest in westwargansion and settlement led to
demands for the plains tribes to be moved to resiens in western Indian TerritoPy.
The Kiowas, Comanches, Cheyennes, Arapahoes,thadtabes failed to remain
on their reservations and continued to hunt throughorthwest Oklahoma and into
Kansas, Colorado, and Texas. These incursiongbtaocreased attention by the
United States military in an effort to contain thibes to their assigned reservations. In
1868, the War Department ordered General Philipi@&e, commander of the United
States forces on the frontier, to establish a amyjipost where the troops could watch and
intercept Plains Tribes, if needed. The site efribw post was at the junction of Wolf
and Beaver CreeKS. During November 1868, Major John H. Page ledrtingent of
five companies of the Third Infantry from Fort De&dimto the Cherokee Outlet with

orders to construct fortifications and organizettoeps as a garrison forée.

8 Charles J. Kappler, editdndian Affairs: Laws and Treatie¥ol. II, Treaties, (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1904).
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/KAPPLER/VOL2/ates/che0439.htm#mn3 (accessed on January 31,
2013).

° Gibson, "History of Woodward County," 27.

19 pid.

" bid.
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General George Armstrong Custer and eleven trobgiee Seventh Cavalry
escorted the supply train that arrived at the \Wodek site on November 21, 1868.
Major Page expected additional troops from FortriLyoColorado, Fort Bascom in New
Mexico, and the Nineteenth Kansas Cavalry to amive to contact hostile Native
Americans as well as move them south of the Cinmaaradl Canadian Rivers. The
unpredictable Indian Territory weather brought ates storm that dropped a foot of
snow and they were delayed. Impatient to act legtoe warriors learned of their
intentions, General Custer led troops south. OweNtber 27, Custer's scouts found a
large Indian village in a bend of the upper Waséitd attacked. Identified in official
reports as the Battle of the Washita, the attackusprised the villagers that there was
little resistance and the attack resulted in thesaere of over one hundred Cheyenne
men, women, and childréf.

Custer and the Seventh Cavalry returned fromddunspaign to the Wolf Creek
site to discover Fort Supply's construction progires Fort Supply, known as Camp
Supply in its earliest history, was the first pemaat American settlement in Woodward
County and northwestern Oklahoma. It became alkégnsive outpost in Indian
Territory, assigned to suppress uprisings fromstireounding Native American tribes.
Fort Supply also supervised the opening of the bigasd Lands with the first Land Run
in 1889"°

After the establishment of military outposts likert Supply in western Indian
Territory, cattle ranchers established their openatin northwest Oklahoma. Cattle

ranching was one of the fastest growing industsiest of the Mississippi River after the

12 Gibson, "History of Woodward County," 27.

13 |hid, 27-28.
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Civil War. The range cattle industry began in T®&ad expanded northward with cattle
drives running through Indian Territory. Threetloé great cattle trails crossed the
Cherokee Outlet, and ranchers allowed herds decéaibund for market, to graze on the
native grasses that had previously sustained b&ugr|ope, and deer. The Dodge City
Trail passed through present-day Woodward CotthfJhe Cherokee leadership in
Tahlequah learned of the cattle ranchers' occupatitheir lands and sent
representatives to collect grazing fees from thideraen. They successfully collected
fees from many cattlemen while other ranchers maken herds in and out of the Outlet
to dodge the fee collectof3.

In 1883, a group of cattle ranchers establishedCtherokee Strip Livestock
Associationt® It represented more than one hundred individaatscorporations owning
more than three hundred thousand head of cattie. AEsociation's board provided for
brand registration, tightened control of rustlend @redators, and established methods
for assigning ranges in the Outlet. The Assoamgiofficers negotiated a lease of the
outlet from the Cherokees for five years at $100,06r year.’

In 1888, the Cherokee Strip Livestock Associatiemegotiated their lease with
the Cherokee Nation for $200,000; but in 1890, idezd Benjamin Harrison prohibited
all cattle and livestock from being brought inte Qutlet for herding or grazing

purposes® Under pressure from the government and setttsying for more land, the

% bid, 28.

13 |bid, 28-29.
18 |bid, 29.

7 bid.

18 Fair Play, “By the Favor of Mr. NobleThe New York Timedune 25, 1892, 9.
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United States reached an agreement with the Cheld&Bon. The government passed
an act on March 3, 1893 directing the Secretath@finterior to pay the Cherokee
Nation “eight million three hundred thousand dd|asr so much thereof as may be
necessary in addition . . . for the right, titlterest, and claims which the said nation of
Indians may have in and to” the Cherokee Odfle®n September 16, 1893, the United
States government opened the Outlet in the LanddR@B893, including the two hundred
acres that make up Alabaster Caverns StatePark.

Before the United States government opened theokbe Outlet to settlement
there remained some non-Native American interegterarea. John William Harmon
and his partner hauled supplies from Hutchinsomdda to Fort Supply, and their route
passed over the Bat CavesAccording to the story passed down by Harmonisasan,
Victor, and then his great-granddaughter, Mary Wlldarmon and his partner Doug
were traveling in 1875 when they saw a bear andveicubs playing in a canyon.
Doug's bulldog chased the bears into the entrahtieeccave but the men stopped from
pursuing the bears further because of “burning gusic]"*

Northwestern Oklahomans wove narratives abouB#teCaves deeply into the

fabric of local legends that early residents shamddtters and personal interviews as

19 G. W. Doughty, Sr.The Homestead Laws, with a Brief Description ofaBkima Territory,
Including the Celebrated Cherokee Outl&eprint, (Ponca City, OK: North Central Oklahomiatbirical
Association, 1998), 19.

2 bid.

2 Mary Allen, “Great Grandpa’s Great Adventure arttiéd Information About the ‘Bat Caves,
Ashland High School, Ashland, Kansas, May 14, 1982Alabaster Caverns State Park History File,
Alabaster Caverns State Park.

2 pAllen, "Great Grandpa's Great Adventure and Otharmation About the 'Bat Caves,™1.
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well as newspaper articlé¥.Early settlers passed down stories about outl&eshe
Dalton Gang whose exploits in southeastern Kangagpm in the area of the nearby
Bat Caves and Cedar Canyon, where the outlaws sadjohid out after a bank hold
up?* Other stories circulated about one of the largesse stealing operations in the
West having their headquarters near the mouth diefgbn Creek, a mile southeast of
Freedom. “This operation served [as] a remouniostdor the many outlaws.... In one
cave on the south rim of Cedar Canyon, are theytlegaemains of saddles and other
leather articles,” and some of those saddles libarldrass letters U.S. leading one to the
supposition that their scope of operations museliagiuded U. S. Cavalry horses.”
The brass insignia was on display in the clubhaunsthe property for a number of years
until the structure burned along with all of itsents.

In an interview, Hugh Litton, the first owner diet 160 acre quarter section parcel
that partially makes up the state park today taldeolut the outlaws known to hide out in
far northwestern Indian Territory and No Man's Landgtton said there were “tough
customers” in the area and went on to explain, “Dgh guys and fellers would hide
out in the caves. They would get in there and keepere.”® V. F. Brock wrote about
outlaws in the cave in a 1906 article reprintethemMooreland Leadem 1996. Brock

explored the cave and wrote about it in the loealspaper; ""Panther Pete, the terror of

% A search of the Indian-Pioneer Papers onlineufinche Western History Collection's website
(http://digital.libraries.ou.edu/whc/pioneer/) aslinas the card file index at the Oklahoma HistGgnter
Research Center in Oklahoma City did not revealrafgrences to Alabaster Caverns, names and
nicknames for the property, nor property owners.

24 Otis Bickford, “The Hidden Secrets of Cedar Canydie Freedom CallSeptember 1967, n.p.
Republished fronThe Mooreland LeadeAugust 3, 1906.

2 bid.

% Bonnie Speer, Interview of Hugh Litton and Evekétighes, 1965, n.p. Alabaster Caverns
State Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Stat&.Pa
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Cedar Canyon,' had left his autograph; so had Bldack, villain of the cave,’ for whose
capture, dead or alive it is claimed there is @ffiea reward of $15,006™

After the land run of 1893, settlers moved inte #nea to build homes and farms.
Under the Homestead Act of 1862, once the homestesiaked his claim on a quarter
section of land, he secured it with a visit to tlearest United States land office where he
paid a fee of fourteen dollars. The homestead@ishamonths to begin living on the
land, and make improvements to the property thahhgt maintain for a period of five
years. Once these requirements were met, the heatestfound two people willing to
vouch for him that he had completed the requirembntsigning the "proof" documefit.
Bob Perry, a young man from Missouri, filed a claamthe 160 acres that included the
caves. According to Hugh Litton, who later boutite property, Perry "built a dugout on
it, but never did prove on it* Perry wanted to go back home to Missouri; theeefhe
abandoned the claim, letting the land revert toegoment ownershipy

While the rough land above the caverns remainethimed until the end of the
first decade of the twentieth century, the Cavesb® a place for early recreation and

exploration. At the time that Hugh Litton arrivedthe area in 1902, he was not

27V, F. Brock, "Remember When... From the LeadeadyEFiles: A Visit to the Great Bat
Cave,"The Mooreland LeadeAugust 1, 1996, n.p. Republished frémooreland LeaderAugust 3,
1906.

% Ralph E. Randels, "The Homesteader and the Derelnpof Woodward CountyChronicles
of Oklahomal7, no. 3 (September 1939), 28d@pmestead Act of 18624J.S. Statutes at Large, 37th
Cong., Sess. I, Chap. 75, p. 392-393,
http://web.ebscohost.com.argo.library.okstate.duhgt#detail ?sid=1cf09489-9b19-4db6-8b56-
0c80488al7ea%40sessionmgrl0&vid=7&hid=26&bdata=#@NpOZWhvc3QtbGI2Z2Q%3d%3d#db=prh
&AN=21212743 (accessed February 21, 2013).

2 Speer, interview of Litton and Hughes.

% Ibid.
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interested in acquiring the land around the caeesiise it was unsuitable for farmifig.
According to Litton, nobody wanted to own the caumg they did want to explore them
and “people would gather at the cave and go theliifs groups.

Four men from Mooreland made up one group of eepdo V. F. Brock, Dr. W.
S. Oyler, F. M. Jones, and Editor Schnoebelen®iMboreland Leadeplanned a day
trip to explore the Bat Caves. Brock shared thgedaence in an article he wrote for the
Mooreland Leadein August of 1906 The foursome carefully planned their trip,
packing dinner and horse feed as well as lantéonshes, a gallon of kerosene, a
compass, a thermometer, and old clothes for thettreugh the big cave. Brock
recounted their adventure in the Cavern and desttaletails that remain unchanged
today. The tour took longer in 1906 than it daetaly because there were no steps,
cleared paths, or electric lights. Brock and lagymust have entered through the
southern opening, which serves as the exit todegalse he states “100 feet from the
entrance we read a notice on the wall ‘Registehéaron.”* Brock continued with his
account, “We soon entered a large room beneatime difteen feet high. On the smooth
walls were many names, placed there by means aflpehalk, knife, or torch smoke™

The name “C. L. Clingerman” and the date “May 190Q" are included among the

* |bid.

% |bid.

3 V. F. Brock, “Remember When. . . From theadets Early Files: A Visit to the Great Bat
Cave,” Reprinted iMooreland LeaderJuly25, 1996; August 1,1996, n.p. Republishethfiviooreland
Leader,August 3, 1906.

* Ibid.

* |bid.
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autographsd® This marking still exists in what tour guidesldataffiti Hall toward the
end of the modern guided tour, and it is as cleaf lr. Clingerman had written it
yesterday. See Appendix D for photographs of thekings. One of the four explorers
on that trip, F. M. Jones, informed his companidkéingerman [sic] was the man who
removed several car loads of guano from the catleeirsummer of 1900. He got nine,
ten [sic] and eleven dollars per ton for the feait at Curtis, and it was shipped to San
Francisco.?’

Hugh Litton changed his mind about wanting to thg/caves in 1910. Litton
explained that because the land joined some lahésand it had plenty of grass and
water, he decided he wanted it after*allLitton bought the southwest quarter section of
Section 28, Township 26 North, Range 18 West froenRQepartment of the Interior for
$1.00 an acre plus filing fees, the total cost h&in73.84>° The following year, E.L.
Leighton bought the northwest quarter of the noesiwguarter of section 33 in Township
26 North, Range 18 West—the forty acre parcel sotithtton’s— from the State of
Oklahoma for $400.0¢% Eventually, Charles Grass purchased these tweelsaand
combined them to form the two hundred acre traat tie would sell to the State of

Oklahoma to create Alabaster Caverns State Park.

% |bid. See Appendix D for photograph by Ammie BrieOctober 8, 2007.

% lbid.

3 Speer, interview of Litton and Hughes.

% Final Receipt Book BVoodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 598.

O Miscellaneous Record Book Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 52.

“! Deed Record Book 78Voodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 34&rtgage
Record Book 71Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, OklahomaMiscellaneous Record Book 48
Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 533.
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Like Clingerman, other people mined the Bat Canfats natural resources.
Everett Hughes bought a farm nearby in 1919 aratlithere for nearly forty-five
years?? Enterprising community members removed bat gyandung) from the cave to
use as prized fertilizer. In a 1965 interview, Hag explained,

We worked in there all winter. There was more déna& we ever found.

Sold enough guano out of there to buy a new Ford @ad a conveyor

that hauled it out. Took it to Mooreland and sleigt aout [sic]. . . .

People still go there and get the guano for tHeiwdrs*
Bat guano was not the only resource locals reméneed the cave. According to tour
guides at Alabaster Caverns State Park and the Saaiitol Building in Oklahoma City,
between 1914 and 1917, white alabaster was mioad e big cave and fashioned into
the handrail on the second floor rotunda of thea®&ma State Capitol Buildirfq.
However, after consulting the State Capitol Buigdommission records, it is not
possible to confirm the use of alabaster anywhetbe construction of the Oklahoma
State Capitof®

As the owner of the property in 1910, Litton negkarged visitors to tour the Bat
Caves. When people found him on his farm, Litttopped his work to take them

through the big cav®. Others simply explored the caverns by themselvese was no

attendant, and Litton did not demand visitors d@skpermission. Harry Heidlebaugh

“2 Speer, interview of Litton and Hughes.
“3 bid.

4 Caywood, “Alabaster Caverns State Park Historyp! Alabaster Caverns State Park History
File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

%5 State Capitol Commission records, 1913-1917, Qs State Archives and Records
Management, Oklahoma Department of Libraries, Qitadn City, Oklahoma.

“° Speer, interview of Litton and Hughes.
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went through the big cave in 1924, and in 198&Haed his recollections with
Alabaster Caverns State Park staff, in a letter.

As | remember there was [sic] 25 to 30 kids andhieafrom the
Wayside School around 4 miles west of Buffalo. #éeided to go to the
bat caves at Freedom. . . ..

4 of us boys in the 7th & 8th grades started thinoai8:00 that
morning. We unwound a ball of binding twine so eeeld come back if
we needed to. | don’t know how far we went whensae a hole in the
ceiling the shape of a dagger. . . .

We helped one another up in that upper room. Weda
skeleton of a man, part of a saddle, and a 5 galbsene can up there.
We knew the school wouldn’t believe us about theletlbn so we brought
the pelvic bone out with us compared it with piesito prove it was a
man. . . . We kept on going, | don’t remember dafiking about getting
lost. We came out about 3.4 miles south where et . . . . It was
around 1:30 that afternoon when we got 6tt.”

Heidlebaugh concluded his letter wondering if areyetse had ever found that room. In
1987, the Oklahoma Grotto, a wild-caving organ@atwas planning to survey the
caverns further to see if they could find the rotime, skeleton, and the artifacts
Heidlebaugh described. Park staff and Grotto members are sure that Eleéigh’s
“hole in the ceiling the shape of a dagger” was kg dome in the middle section of the
Cavern?® Despite this lead on the location, explorers haaseer found the skeleton or
other artifacts Heidlebaugh described in his letter

During the late 1920s, local residents began ngakindifications to the caverns
to facilitate visitor exploration and appreciatidMilliam Weir Harvey grew up on a

small ranch three miles from the Bat Caves, wheradticed many people coming from

*" Harry Heidlebaugh to Sherry K. Beagley, Histori8ite Attendant, Alabaster Caverns State
Park, August 27, 1987. Alabaster Caverns State Rigtory File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

“8 Carolyn B. Leonard, “First Cavern Trip One of Digery,” The OklahomarQctober 11, 1987,
n.p.

** Ibid.
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the other side of the Cimarron River in their wagyand buggies to picnic and explore
the cave’’ In early 1928, Harvey's friend, Delbert Swainggested that they should rent
the land, install electric lights, and charge adiois. Harvey contacted the property
owners and agreed on a lease for the two traasrefige owned by Litton and Leighton.
The agreement stipulated that Harvey could haveeayear lease on the 160 acres
owned by Litton if Harvey would furnish materialrfa one half mile fence. Harvey also
agreed to give Litton half the profit from the adsions after the first year. Leighton
agreed to the lease of his nearby forty acre tratturn for free passes for the Leighton
family for the first year. After settling on thertns for acquiring the two hundred acres
surrounding the caves, Harvey consulted an attomggrding the admission he planned
to charge and pertinent taxes on the profits. elaset the admission at twenty-five
cents per person for the first year, and increfisedharge to fifty cents the second
year>?

To make the admission charge worth the fee, Hanvage changes in the cave to
facilitate an easier, safer tour. Harvey arrartigegurchase the town of Freedom’s old
light plant and with the help of a local mechaiioyel Archer, they wired the cave for
electricity® Harvey and his brother installed over one hunetedtric lights throughout

the Bat Cave including the domes and receséte also cleared pathways of dirt and

0 william Weir Harvey, “The Bat Caves,” 13 Decemii®89, n.p. Alabaster Caverns State Park
History File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

1 bid.
52 |bid.

*% |bid.
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rocks, and added new stairways and handtaildarvey opened the modified Bat Caves
for tours on Easter Sunday 19280n December 27, 1928, Harvey lost the forty acres
they leased from Leighton when E. A. and R. A. ldaibought it as part of a 2,845 acre
transactiorr® The lease agreement for the 160 acre tract witbrLended on May 4,
1931 when Dr. James M. Schumann and Albert. H.t"Berass bought the acreage from
Litton.>’

Schumann and Grass purchased the southwest qoBststion 28 in Township
26 North, Range 18 West from Litton for six thous@ollars. Their 1931 purchase of
Litton's acreage was the first step in an endetovestablish the Cal-homa Development
Corporatior® Schumann and Grass formed Cal-homa to purchasdealop the Bat
Caves into a resort and tourist destination. Tdwg shares of the corporation to
interested parties, such as Grass's brother, Gharkss, a merchant seaman originally
born in England who travelled the worfl. The sale of the shares was intended to help
finance the development of the property as a tbatigaction that would become a
moneymaking enterprise for shareholders. SchuraadrGrass financed the purchase

through Litton by contracting to pay five hundrealldrs in a down payment and five

>4 “Come Visit the Big Mysterious Bat Cave,” Handbillabaster Caverns State Park History
File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

> Harvey, “The Bat Caves.”

¢ Deed Book 5AWoodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 42iscellaneous Record
Book 42 Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 286.

" Miscellaneous Record Book 3&oodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 597;
Harvey, "The Bat Caves." Alabaster Caverns Stat& Ristory File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

%8 Miscellaneous Record Book 3&/oodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 598.
%9 James Schumann Probate Records, Case No. 017@éia County Court Clerk,

Woodward, Oklahoma; Louise B. James, “Englishmiaap®d the Lore of Alabaster Caverns,” The
Oklahoman August 9, 1987.
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hundred dollars due each six months afterwardsto/ling to the terms of the contract,
if Schumann and Grass defaulted on the paymentpeawous payments would be
considered rent of the property and ownership weedain with Litton®® Hugh Litton
stated, "Only got $500 out of it. We entered thaip at that time and never got more
than the down payment out of ft:'Litton passed the ownership to his son Anderson D.
Litton in 1935. Anderson retained the propertyillbécember 28, 193%

Despite these property records, other recordijdimy two newspaper articles
from 1936 and 1937, describe Dr. James M. Schuraarhe owner. A 1936 feature in
TheOklahomanncludes photographs of Schumann at various pointsterest in the
park and the cavern as well as the nearby homeentesand his family lived while they
had worked to develop the caverns and surroundioggpty into a park since 1931.In
1936 and again in 1938, workers with the New Degabgram the Federal Writers
Project wrote about the history, geology, flora] &wuna of Alabaster Caverns citing
James Schumann as one of the sources and listmgshan owner of the propeffy/.

Early Oklahoma Territory settlers named the cavé&he Bat Caves" because of
the millions of bats that made the cave their hame swarmed out at dusk to darken the

sky; but during the 1930s, the name changed alotigtiae property's ownership. Before

0 Miscellaneous Record Book 3&oodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 597.
®1 Speer, interview of Litton and Hughes.

%2 Deed Record Book 78Yoodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahon®¥7; Deed Record
Book75, Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahon2&4.

83 "Store House of Nature's ArfThe OklahomanSeptember 6, 1936, n.p.; "Funeral Set Today
For Bat Cave Owner,The Oklahomanvay 24, 1937, n.p.

% Stella Yowell, "The Cedar Canyon Park at Freeddwovember 9, 1936, Federal Writers
Project, Oklahoma History Center Research Centaration 0931.03, Collection #81.105, Box 75 File
Folder 10; Bob Blair, "Cedar Canyon Park," Decentir1938, Federal Writers Project, Oklahoma
History Center Research Center, Location 0931.@He€tion #81.105, Box 75 File Folder 10.
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settling in northwest Oklahoma to develop the caseBchumann had traveled the world
from his native Luxembourg working as an oil geio® Schumann learned about the
caverns and Cedar Canyon while running a pipehrtbe area. In June 1931, a
newspaper reported, “the Bat Caves, north of Maoii| are to be made into a popular
pleasure resort by the new owners of the landJD¥l. Schumann and A. H. Grag§.”
According to the article, “Surveying and testingaimation structures are part of the
plans being carried out as a preliminary coursstestruction of buildings and
entertainment for a most attractive resort andgraynds.®’

Schumann, his wife Johanna, and three childrerertteglr home on the property
while Schumann spent the next five years develoffiegaverns and Cedar Canyon
Park. In 1936The Oklahomarfeatured Dr. Schumann's development of the cavern,
stating, "The Alabaster Caverns, they have beereddm the man who has spent
$17,000 to make their beauty more easily accessittlee casual cave sightsee?s.”
Schumann planned to build an inn that would becamditioned by piping the cool air
from the caverns, while natural gas would provitefuel for other improvements.
Schumann also planned to tap the streams runninggh the caverns for fresh water.

Schumann estimated that it would take fifteen yéaris plans to be realizéd.

% Store House of Nature's Art;" "Funeral Set To&ay Bat Cave Owner."

6 «Bat Caves a Popular Resort,” Unknown Newspapere #, 1931, n.p. Alabaster Caverns State
Park History File, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

*" Ipid.
%8 "Store House of Nature's ArThe OklahomanSeptember 6, 1936, n.p.

% Ibid.
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The Great Depression and hard economic timesttomktoll on Schumann's
vision for Alabaster Caverns. There were few orsitto the caverns during the 1930s,
due in part to the limited advertising via scattiesenall roadside signs, and the
remoteness of the caverns location in northwesalkha. Unfortunately, Cal-homa
Stock failed to sell and less than a year aftefehature in théklahoman Schumann
died at the age of eighfy. Woodward County probate records reveal that Setmmfeft
behind a wife, Joan Schumann, age fifty-three, demrgVlaxine age eleven, and sons
Edward and James, ages eight and seven. Theneowail and Schumann's estate was
appraised at 15,333 shares of Cal-homa Develop@empany valued at $500, one
share of West Union Mutual Telephone Company statked at $35 and a 1930 Buick
sedan. The Schumann family was destitute. Schosiandow, acting as administratrix
for the estate, petitioned the court for ownergdiithe sedan in lieu of a widow's
allowance and she settled the debt claim of $5fiéd by Charles Grass against his
uncle's estate by selling all of the Cal-homa stod&rass for $300" According to the
claim filed by Grass, he had paid Schumann $5,5@4 the course of eighty-eight
separate transactions from January 4, 1934 thrépgh29, 1937, less than a month
before Schumann's dedth.

In 1939, Charles Grass, Albert H. Grass’s bro#imet James Schumann's nephew,
purchased the two parcels of land that make upvtbéhundred acre Alabaster Cavern

property including portions of Cedar Canyon. Oftiescribed as a trim Englishman

"O"Funeral Set Today For Bat Cave OwnefHe Oklahomariylay 24, 1937, n.p.

" James Schumann Probate Records, Case No. 017@é&ia County Court Clerk,
Woodward, Oklahoma

2 bid.
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from California, Charles Grass had previously wdrks a merchant seaman and became
a naturalized citizen of the United StafésGrass purchased the northwest section of the
northwest Section 33 in Township 26 North, Rang&\/kEst from Haines on August 2,
1939 for $2,000? Nearly five months later on December 28, 1939 irehased the 160
acre quarter section of the Southwest Section Z®&wnship 26 North, Range 18 West
from Anderson D. Litton for $3,13%.

Initially Charles Grass purchased the caverns thighintent to sell the bat guano
for fertilizer, but he soon recognized the potdritieopen the caverns for touristh.
Through the clever execution of his vision and wfta help of a resourceful team of
employees, family members, and trusted companiéress continued his uncle's plans
for developing the property into a tourist attranti Betty Semmel, a Woodward resident
whose family knew Grass well, said, “There wasncim Mr. Grass couldn't do. . .. He
was a very interesting person. He was a bachedalr peen around the world twice and
once said the only places he hadn’t been were théicAand Antarctic.”

Grass gathered a staff to help him carry out laegpto develop the caverns for

tours. After World War Il, his nephew Jack andite, Ethel joined Grass. Jack, a

3 U.S. Bureau of the Censu9940 United States Federal Cens(Washington, DC: Department
of Commerce, 1940).
http://1940census.archives.gov/search/?searct=8ii@search.enumeration_district=76-15#filename=m-
t0627-03341-00254.tif&name=76-
15&type=image&state=OK&index=11&pages=12&bm_all tteBookmark (accessed on February 10,
2013).

" Deed Record Book8. Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahoma, 342.

> Mortgage Record Bookl, Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, OklahomaMiscellaneous
Record Book 48Woodward County Clerk, Woodward, Oklahor&a3.

% Louise B. James, “Englishman Shaped the Lore abaster Caverns,” TH@klahoman
August 9, 1987.

7 Ibid.

31

www.manaraa.com



carpenter, built cabins and many other structuréseapark, and planted hundreds of
trees for his unclé® During the summers and weekends of her juniorsamibr year of
high school, Louise Hunter, Betty Semmel's sist@rked as a tour guide in the caverns
and helped in the gift shop selling pop, snackd,smuvenirs? Roy Wilson served as
caretaker, tour guide, and handy man throughout #€s until he retired in 1952.
Although Wilson “only went through the fourth gradée was real creative and able to
think ahead” and these problem-solving skills wierportant in managing his
responsibilities® Wilson cut blocks of snow during the winter aratked them into
cisterns near the caves to provide drinking wate¢heé spring. He also made his own
root beer and sold it at the cavefhs.

Another important, yet unconventional, team menabeklabaster Caverns was
Nicky, a tour guide, rattlesnake hunter, and caltg. Grass first brought Nicky to the
caverns when she was a puppy, and she became wdrer as well as a companion.
The collie served as an assistant to Wilson, thetaker, according to his grandson,
Eddie Burks, who spent much of his childhood atAkter Cavern¥. If Wilson was
busy with other chores when visitors arrived faoar, a command sent Nicky with the
group as their trusted guide. Nicky allowed hersao stop and look while she patiently
waited and if the power went out and the lightsreguished leaving visitors in total

darkness—which occasionally happened—one only bigdab Nicky and let her lead

"8 |bid.
®bid.

8 Helen Barrett., “Nicky ‘Nose’ CavesAlva Review-Courier27 April 1997, 1, 3; Caywood,
“Alabaster Caverns State Park History.”

8 Barrett, "Nicky 'Nose' Caves," 3.

®2 |bid,
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the way out of the cave safely. She was also resple for sniffing out rattlesnakes
around the Park and in the Canyon. Once she fonagdshe barked, raising an alarm
until someone would come to eliminate the threatonstant companion to those
working at Alabaster Caverns, Nicky passed awayesone around 1949, but left her
paw prints imprinted in the concrete by one ofgfenic shelters where they remain
today as a reminder that she too was a part diitltery of the cavern¥

Like the pioneers who came before him, Charles&nained the caverns of
guano and alabaster. The mining of guano andsimuworked against each other as the
bats moved deeper into the caves away from areassible by humans and it became
too difficult to gather the guano. Mining alabadiecame a more feasible and lucrative
endeavor. R.C. Van Nostrand, Sr., Semmel and Hariggher, owned Woodward
Monument and taught Grass how to cut the Alabastdremove it from the cave in
large enough chunks for carving. Then, Van Nosttanght Grass how to work with the
mineral and make alabaster into items he couldrsétie gift shop. Grass made ashtrays,
powder boxes, nightlights, candlesticks, vases,mudkends. One of the largest
products Grass sold was a $25 table 1&mp.

While Charles Grass exploited the caverns’ ressjrice also continued to
develop the property as a tourist destination.ntdele additional improvements to the
walkways and steps, which include sections of tith psed toda$? Grass added to the

interpretation of the caverns using imaginativecdptions and names for rock and

#1pid, 1, 3.
8 James, “Englishman Shaped the Lore of Alabastee/®a.”

8 Barrett, “Nicky ‘Nose’ Caves,” 3.
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crystal formations, and other geological phenontaraughout the cave. Many of these
names, such as "the devil's bathtub," "sweetheanied' and "cathedral dome," are also
used on the tour todd§. By using the fanciful descriptions drawn from theman
imagination to describe natural rock formations poohts of interest throughout the
caverns, Charles Grass was commercializing therecdggromote tourism. The practice
of naming natural features to differentiate theanfrother features is the first step
towards "sight sacralization" as discussed by DdacCannell inThe Tourist’

Grass marketed the caverns to visitors aroundttite and the nation successfully
garnering the attention and pride of the citizehthe State of Oklahoma. The timing of
Grass's development and marketing of the caverad@sist destination coincided with
the increase in domestic tourism and travel whemldW&ar Il closed Europe to
international travel. Although no specific visitat counts are available to researchers,
contemporary newspaper accounts provide glimpstsoincreas& In 1940,

Alabaster Caverns experienced a 50 percent incredasarism and Oklahoma continued
to see an increase in domestic tourism through 28411942, A 1941 article ifhe
Oklahomarreported, "The current wars in Europe and Asianaaiking the American

tourist an almost extinct species on those contmeamd that's one reason Oklahomans

8 «Opening Speech and Alabaster Caverns Tour SaithtPoints of Interest,” n.p. Alabaster
Caverns State Park History File, Alabaster Cav&tate Park.

8" Dean MacCannellThe Tourist: A New Theory of the Leisure Clgs&w York: Schocken,
1976): 43-45.

8 The State Archives at the Oklahoma Departmentimfiries does not have visitation records
for Alabaster Caverns State Park before or afteedame a state park. The Park Manager was olgy@b

provide me with visitation numbers from the pastatke. All visitation accounts were gleaned from
newspaper reports.
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may look for crowded and lively tourist businesstia state this yeaf™ The
automobile's role in democratizing travel in tha9 and 1930s only expanded in post
World War Il America. The Great Depression thad Baonomically devastated the
nation ended during the economic boom of the warsyeand with World War Il over,
the nation entered a period of renewed optimismgradith stemming from the United
States' victory in war and economic prosperity.

The emerging state park system in Oklahoma alsaged an excellent
opportunity to promote local and regional tourignthe state; it was the perfect time for
Charles Grass to promote Alabaster Caverns agiattdestination. The state park
movement was young in Oklahoma, established i1 ®38s with the help of the
National Park Service and Civilian ConservationgsorOklahoma citizens were
beginning to appreciate their state's relativelyng yet unique, history that was closely
associated with the state's environment and lapes€aGrass communicated a
compelling awe and appreciation for the natural devs of the caverns and Cedar
Canyon, and the countryside where it is situalegtters advertising the caverns
promised that a visit to Alabaster Caverns waéetslid investment that will pay you
and your family rich dividends in scenery, beairyerest and educatiof?” Written
during the 1940s, when romanticized visions of\whest were popular in Hollywood
movies, Grass also used imagery intended to asgiters that Alabaster Caverns was

located in the heart of the Wild West. Grass poedudescriptive brochures boasting that

8 "Tourists Expected to Crowd State Highways ThisiYeThe OklahomanApril 20, 1941, 26.

% Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks,"
June 30, 1938.

1 John H. Grass, Park Superintendent to Dear Friédutvertisement Letter,
Alabaster Caverns State Park History File, AlabraStverns State Park.
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the caverns were in the “great Cimarron River coymtoubly enshrined in the public
heart by Edna Ferber’s famous novel and moVieAdvertisements promised a constant
temperature of fifty-five degrees Fahrenheit, ndgterahe season, in a “wonderland like
the mystic cave of Kubla Kahn—magic beauty madiblésdy modern lighting*

Although not a pure preservationist, Grass seaged transitional figure between
the influences of exploitation and extractive attés and the emerging conservationist
ideas. When he purchased the property in 1939 arskveral years afterwards, Grass
mined both guano and alabaster from the cavernsrédit; however, Van Nostrand's
wife, Hope Owen, described an incident when Gragsaled his potential as a
conservationist. Owen stated, "l have some wontdarémories of the cave. The bats
were like a black cloud, and the maddest | everGharley was when a young man
stood near the entrance with a board in his hardgimg at the bats™ Grass exhibited
emerging conservationist attitudes with his desirprotect the bats. By the late 1940s,
Grass began planning for how he could insure Al@b&3averns' future protection.

As early as 1947, Grass expressed an interdseé ipassing control of Alabaster
Caverns to state or federal control as a park arument’”> During September of that
year, the State Planning and Resources Boarddigieecaverns at a time when Grass

reported his highest visitation numbers in histdtiye total number of persons going

92«plabaster Caverns of Oklahoma, Woodward Countyn.the Famous Cimarron Country,”
Brochure, Alabaster Caverns State Park History, Rilabaster Caverns State Park. The movie Grass
refers to iCimarronreleased in 1931 by RKO Radio Pictures.

% bid.

% James, "Englishman Shaped the Lore of Alabasteer@a," n.p.

% "Caverns as State Park Favorable to Owrtg' OklahomanAugust 3, 1947, 38.
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through the caverns this year is now above 6,00y are still coming® In 1952,
due to Grass’s failing health and his wish to pebtee property from possible future
private exploitation, prominent citizens and poldans from Woodward County began a
movement to convince the State of Oklahoma to mselthe two hundred acrésOn
September 1, 1953, the state bought Alabaster 6ser $34,000° When someone
suggested that Grass should have received moreym@nass replied, “I wanted the state
to get it so people would enjoy >

Charles Grass's development of Alabaster Cavatosiviable park and tourist
attraction, as well as his enthusiasm and appreniaf the natural beauty of the caverns,
canyon, and northwestern Oklahoma'’s western heyitagiped gain interest and support
for the State of Oklahoma’s purchase of the cavefierefore, Grass'’s greatest
accomplishment was the development of Alabasteef@&vinto an attraction that
garnered the support and pride of the communityramelaled to the State of Oklahoma
their potential for preservation, tourism, and eation. Grass's sale of the caverns to the
State of Oklahoma placed them into a public troat allowed visitors to continue to
enjoy them while still protecting the fragile erviment of the caves from future private

exploitation.

% »Alabaster Caverns Attracting Tourist§he OklahomanSeptember 7, 1947, 51.
7" Alabaster Caverns Video Script,” n.p.; Caywoodlabaster Caverns State Park History,” n.p.
%" Alabaster Caverns Video Script,” n.p;

% James, “Englishman Shaped the Lore of Alabastee®a,” The Oklahomam.p.
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CHAPTER Ill

ALABASTER CAVERNS STATE PARK

Isolated in northwestern Oklahoma where there \iexepaved highways and
even fewer amenities to entice tourists, AlabaStrerns provided a rugged hike over
trails carved into the walls of Cedar Canyon amdufyh the big cave itself. During the
early 1950s, there were not any lodges or swimmoas to beckon visitors to the
caverns, only the thrill of outdoor recreation apelunking. To some residents of
Freedom, Mooreland, Waynoka, and other nearby tpthiessemi-precious stone of
Alabaster Caverns was a jewel that just neededghesetting to show it off to its best
advantage. That setting was the creation of Al@b&3averns State Park and all the
improvements, publicity, and new roads that woulthe with state stewardship.

When Alabaster Caverns became Oklahoma's twelth park, the Oklahoma
Division of State Parks was less than twenty yeltshaving only been organized in
1935. Oklahoma joined the state park movemen®81 1fourteen years after the
creation of the National Park Service and onlyytears after National Park Service
Director Stephen Mather called for the first Naib@onference on Parks in 1921. Two
hundred people representing twenty-eight states@tid the conference and only

nineteen of those states reported having statesparth seven having just one area
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designated as state park ldn@here had been isolated instances of park bugjldirring
the nineteenth century, such as when Congressigsiet dosemite as a national park in
1864 only to turn it over to California in 1866astate park. Forty years later that state
returned Yosemite back to federal hafdBhe state park movement did not gain any real
cohesion until after the 1921 conference. Durhmgearly twentieth century, the state
park movement was just beginning to emerge accgrdimfNey C. Landrum iifhe State
Park Movement in Americade states that it was not long after the first eosce that
“exciting things began to happeh.Only nineteen states had state parks at thedfme
the conference. Two hundred people representiegtineight states attended the
conference with a third of those represented staesg no land designated as state
parks? The conference included discussions of parks gemant and suggested that
states should form agencies to manage the parkmelde fish and wildlife agencies to
form one agency focused on conservaftioBy 1940, forty-five states had designated
state parks, with forty of these states havingtifiable state park agenciés.

The key to the success of state parks has beeabitity of people in the United
States to travel for leisure. The automobile denawted tourism, making vacation travel
accessible to the middle and working classes iagitnhad never been before. The

increase of automobile travel during the first tadlthe twentieth century was integral in

! Maria N. Kluemper, "Oklahoma Residents' PerceptioinState Parks" (master's thesis,
Oklahoma State University, July 2005), 38.

2 |bid, 38.

% Landrum,The State Park Movement: A Critical Revjé@olumbia: University of Missouri
Press, 2004), xii.

* Ibid.
® Kluemper, "Oklahoma Residents' Perceptions oeJtairks," 38.

5 |bid, 39.
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the growing interest in tourism With cross-continental transportation spreadirgugh
the railroad, the building of roads and highways] the accessibility of automobiles to
the average citizen, tourism was no longer the geogative of the rich.

Without interest in tourism and travel to overriigestinations such as state
parks, there was little economic viability to thewvement. According to Landrum, for
some, economic potential served as a more persusitor in park development than
preservation alon®.However, Landrum also argues, that there werg 48 many
equally motivated individuals who looked to statels as a means of saving the best of
their states’ scenery and cultural heritage.andrum continues, “Both of these
incentives, theconomicand thepreservation contributed mightily to the growing
momentum for state park development, and they s@oe joined by still a third of equal
importance: the need to provide wholesome and lifeéthutdoorrecreational
opportunities for a rapidly growing populatiotf.”In 1938, the Division of State Parks
reported to the Oklahoma Planning and ResourcesiBbat "the Division of State Parks
is exerting every possible energy and means tareate places where the idle time of
Oklahoma citizens can be spent in pursuits whidhtend to build up the moral,

physical and mental fiber of the peopté.”

" Landrum,The State Park Movement: A Critical Revieii,
® Ibid.

? Ibid.

1% |bid (emphasis in original).

1 Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks,"
(State of Oklahoma: June 30, 1938), 2.
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The state park movement never experienced nationigl or consistency because
it developed, differently in each state, but pgsaation in President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’'s New Deal programs, the National ParkiSe and the Civilian Conservation
Corps strongly influenced the growth and developnoépark systems across the
nation’? In Oklahoma, the economic devastation of the GPegression combined with
a severe drought to create the worst unemploymenéaord, as well as destruction of
farm lands. Because of these conditions, the i@iviConservation Corps (CCC) played
an important role in putting the unemployed to wdmkilding infrastructure, and creating
recreational outlets that improved the qualityifef.| The CCC set up military style
camps throughout the state and built bridges, rqaat&s, lakes, and ponds. The CCC
worked on erosion control programs, planted traed,grasses and fought forest fités.
In the decade after opening the first Oklahomaegtatk, the State of Oklahoma further
benefited from New Deal influence when the CCCdfarred ownership of the initial six
parks to the State of OklahortaToday, the influence and evidence of the CCC and
National Parks Service is still visible in the pmdad projects they were involved with,
including the native stone structures found affiise Oklahoma state parks.

Once the state park movement reached Oklahorftaiitshed during the
remainder of the twentieth century as the stateieed more parks, went through
periodic reorganization, and finally leveled offthe thirty-five state parks that exist

today under the management of the Tourism and BeoreDepartment. The state park

2| andrum,The State Park Movement: A Critical Revigiii,
13 Kluemper, "Oklahoma Residents' Perceptions oeStairks," 42.

14 Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks,"
2; Kleumper, "Oklahoma Residents' PerceptionstateIParks," 42.
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system began in Oklahoma in 1931, when the Stajeslature appropriated $90,000 to
buy ten thousand acres of land in Carter and Lowmttes in the southern part of the
state for the first Oklahoma state patkin 1933, the Civilian Conservation Corps, with
guidance from the National Parks Service, beganyears of construction on a dam to
form Lake Murray. The National Park Service diegcthe planning and construction of
recreational facilities and structures in the Likaray State Park® In 1937, the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) transferred oveh@ of its work areas to the state
government. With the addition of the propertie®Roiman Nose, Beavers Bend, Robbers
Cave, Boiling Springs, Osage Hills, and Quartz Maunto the care of the State of
Oklahoma, the core of the state park system emgfged

Although the Oklahoma Legislature establishedfitise state park in 1931, there
was no management system in place until the Stad&lahoma established the
Oklahoma Division of State Parks on March 1, 198pat of the State Game and Fish
Department:® On April 15, 1937, State Parks became a Divisibiie Oklahoma
Planning and Resources BoafdThe sixteenth Oklahoma Legislature and Governor E

W. Marland created the Oklahoma Planning and RessuBoard, and gave it the

15 “The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRianning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavétate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Statd.P

16 Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks"
(State of Oklahoma: June 30, 1938), 42.

7 «The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRlanning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavgtae Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Stat&.P

18 Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks"
(State of Oklahoma: June 30, 1938), iv.

' |bid,
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authority to supervise, manage, improve, and aeqwew properties for recreational
purposes?

Under the direction of the Planning and ResouBmesd, the Division of State
Parks laid out a specific plan of what the purpaisgtate parks should be and how they
would administer them. In 1938, the Oklahoma SPateks Division was composed of
state parks and state monuments, with the destmmttat "a State Park is primarily a
place of recreation. A State Memorial or Monumerd place of retrospection and
meditation.?* The Division of State Parks outlined the differeetween a state park
and an overnight camping ground stating that "Qark Bites have been selected with one
objective in view, and are planned to provide d@eSRark of sufficient size, and
improved with adequate facilities for certain typésecreation in addition to the
preservation of natural beaut¥."The Division of State Parks stated the departiment
intent for Oklahoma state parks were:

First. A meeting place with ideal conditidos all people.

Second. A recreational place.

Third.  An educational place.

Fourth. A health center.

Fifth. A week-end resort for all so that thmight have a change of

scenery, climate, environment argbastion.
Sixth. A sanctuary for wildlife so that we miag helpful in the

production, restoration, rehabildatand propagation of all
species of wildlife indigenous tol@koma®

2 “The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRlanning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavgtate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Stat&.P

% Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "First AhReport of the Division of State Parks"
(State of Oklahoma: June 30, 1938), 1.

2 bid.

2 bid, 1-2
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Taking as its slogan "A State Park Wherever NaBmales," the Division of State Parks
declared its intent to develop wayside parks aadsmle turnouts "as well as marking
historical, geological, and archaeological pladesterest [all] over the Staté*

Although the Division of State Parks and the Piagand Resources Board
managed the state parks in 1938, the National Pankice continued its control of state
park development in Oklahoma. Through Emergenays€wvation Work funds, the
National Park Service furnished the technical foprepared work plans, supervised
construction, and provided money for supplies, migte tools, and equipmefit.
Because of these resources, Oklahoma benefitedtiremlanning expertise provided by
the Third Regional Office of the National Park Seey which employed professionals
with technical training in all phases of park deyghent including geology, forestry,
wildlife management, engineering, and landscapkiteature®® The State Legislature
appropriated $36,000 to match funds furnished byNhtional Park Service to assist in
building better buildings than previously availabieough Emergency Conservation
Work funds alone. Because of this cooperation[Divesion of State Parks anticipated
that "the Federal Government . . . will turn owethie State of Oklahoma (practically
without expense to the State) a state parks sytenunder ordinary circumstances
would not have been created within our generation."

In the following two decades, the Planning anddReses Board, along with the

state legislature, reorganized the Board’s vardiusions, as its responsibilities grew

2 bid, 3.
2 bid.
2 bid, 4.

*’ |bid,
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and the Board acquired more l&fidIn January 1949, the Planning and Resources Board
reported to the Governor and 22nd Legislature ®pribgress during the previous two
years, stating that the state parks had 1,156108itors>® This period of growth
continued during the 1950s and 1960s with the amfddf thirty new parks? It was

during this time of growth that Alabaster Cavemisgd the Oklahoma state parks

system.

In 1953, the Oklahoma Planning and Resources Bmanchased Alabaster
Caverns to become the state's twelfth state farkhe following year, the state
legislature allotted $7.2 million of general reverta Oklahoma state parks. The
Planning and Resources Board used these fundvébogeand improve thirteen state
parks: Alabaster Caverns, Beavers Bend, Boilingn§pr Greenleaf, Lake Murray,
Osage Hills, Quartz Mountain, Robbers Cave, RomaseNSequoyah, Lake Tenkiller,
Lake Texhoma, and Lake Wister. By 1955, there viweenty state parks and visitation
rose to 7,033,974

In late 1952, when Charles Grass’s health begéalidocal and regional leaders

began to lobby for the State of Oklahoma to puretfslabaster Caverns and the

% «The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRianning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavgtate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Stat&.P

2 “progress in Industrial Development Publicity dnfbrmation, Water Resources, Recreation
and State Parks, Forestry,” A Report to the Gaweamd the 22nd State Legislature of the State of
Oklahoma by the Oklahoma Planning and ResourcesdBakanuary 1, 1949.

%0 “The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRlanning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavgtate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Stat&.P

31 Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, "Alab&sees Bought, Newest State Park,"
Resourceful Oklahoméd, (November 1953), 2.

%2“The History of Oklahoma’s State Parks,” OklahoRianning and Conservation, Tourism and
Recreation Department, n.d., n.p. Alabaster Cavétate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns Statd.P
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surrounding two hundred acr&s The movement gained supporters from Woodward and
Woods counties. On January 5, 1953, Claude E. &eatime Republican Senator from
Waynoka wrote to Freedom businessman C. A. Lilaiatie issue. He asked Lile to
serve as chairman of a committee to representamenzinity as well as appoint two

more businessmen or prominent citizens to s&n@enator Seaman asked the committee
to present an argument to the governor and thenPlgmnd Resources Board regarding
the importance and “necessity” purchasing of theenas>> In another letter the

following month, Senator Seaman wrote to Lile si@ti'we must push the matter to the
very limit, getting all the support we can from gvpossible source®® Lile had formed

the Alabaster Caverns Committee along with Freedidimens Simpson Walker and John
Hinton. Senator Seaman requested that Lile inckrdedom Chamber of Commerce
President Wilford McCannon and another FreedondessiH. H. Reynolds. Senator
Seaman stated, "they too are men of vision andloamnlot of good getting this bill
advanced® He explained that getting Alabaster Caverns reizegl as a state park

would benefit northwest Oklahoma in many ways,udodg improving the road between
Freedom and Mooreland, and bringing additional meeeto the region. With Alabaster
Caverns under the jurisdiction of the Planning BRedources Board, the State of

Oklahoma would advertise the caverns better, jkstdther state projects. Senator

33 «plabaster Caverns Video Script.” Alabaster CageBtate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns
State Park.

% Senator Claude E. Seaman to C. A. Lile, Chairmiaba#ster Caverns Committee at Freedom,
January 5, 1953. Alabaster Caverns State ParkiiiSile, Alabaster Caverns State Park.

* Ipid.
% Senator Claude E. Seaman to C. A. Lile at Freed@ktghoma, February 17, 1953.

¥ Ibid.

46

www.manaraa.com



Seaman believed that this publicity would be inahle. He wanted the state to purchase
the property quickly because Grass, “the ownehefland where the caverns are situated
is getting well along in years and if the land weot sold to individuals before his
demise, it might or naturally would go to his hafter his death and thus complicate the
matter.®® Seaman focused on gaining the property and éstiaig a symbiotic
relationship benefiting the state, Alabaster Caseand the northwestern region of the
state.

The movement gained support in the surroundingngoas Alabaster Caverns
represented a source of pride and public attractidine isolated region of Oklahoma. In
February 1953, another committee, representingRthieoad Labor League of the nearby
community of Waynoka, sent a letter to Governomdtdn Murray asking that the
governor assist them in bringing the purchase eftlabaster Caverns to the attention of
the “Planning and Research [sic] Board.The committee wrote that the Alabaster
Caverns “are of exceptional interest to all whoénagen them and are becoming fairly
well known. They could be turned into a wondettitaction for our state’® The
committee continued, “if we could be successfydumchasing these Caverns | am sure it
would be a tremendous ‘boost’ and an outstandigglight to our State as well as our
County.”™ Their argument focused on the caverns as a taitiaction and the

implication was that it would serve as an econdoeicefit to the region and the state.

% |bid.

397, B. Lewis, J. M. Glisan, and R. D. Fogleson, @uttee of Legislative Council to Governor
Johnston Murray, February 8, 1953, Alabaster Ca/8tate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns State
Park.

“%pid.

! |bid.
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Although the state purchased the park on Septeid€53, Alabaster Caverns
remained under Charles Grass's management forat@venths before the state took
over its administration in March 1984.The Planning and Resources Board began
preparing to promote the park as soon as Governwray signed the bill authorizing its
purchase in Jun€. By August, the state had erected "new, colodabrsigns pointing
the direction to the Alabaster Caverns, new statk,@along U.S. 64 and 281 which
junction in Alva[, Oklahoma]* In November 1953, admission prices were $1.20 per
persori®® In August 1954, the state highway commission anned it would soon accept
bids for the relocation of a part of State Highve®yfrom Mooreland to Freedom,
creating an all-weather route "to within 'a storletsw' of the park®® Richard Miller,

The Oklahomarolumnist, addressed the need for the hard swtfiaoaed: "if and when
SH 50 from Mooreland to Freedom is ever hard-sedawisitors to the Alabaster cavern
will increase ten fold. Tourists now avoid thasturoad.*’ One of the goals of the
community boosters who lobbied for the purchasalabaster Caverns were beginning
to come to fruition with these scheduled road improents.

While the State of Oklahoma’s stewardship of th&baster Caverns has been one
aimed at economic gain and tourism, it has alslid®zl conservationist practices that

have continued to evolve and develop during thé fifasnine years of state

“2vAlabaster Caverns Bought, Newest State Park:S@ite to Take Over Caverns in Marchitie
Oklahoman September 25, 1953, 9.

*3"Governor Signs 19 Bills Into Law On the Last Dayhe OklahomanJune 7, 1953, 45.
4 »Caverns Signs Placed at Alvbit, August 11, 1953, 39.

** Ibid.

6 "State Highway to be Reroutedbid, August 20, 1954, 37.

*"R. G. Miller, "The Smoking Room/bid, May 20, 1955, 65.
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management. After the Planning and Resources Boaikption and the opening of the
first seven state parks in 1937, the state legistgtassed a statute protecting all state
parks from vandalism or defacement, and theft strdetion of natural formations, plant
life, and animal lifé"® This law was especially important at AlabasteveZas where
visitors wrote their names in sections of the oaith dates going back to May 1900.
Additionally, early settlers and previous ownerd h@ned Alabaster, taking it for
carving or souvenirs. Since 1960, Alabaster Ca/gvar guides have instructed visitors,
“Please, stay on the path . . . at all times. D@INTOUCH electric wires, pick-up or
mark on the rocks®

The first improvements included upgrading thetilglp and pathways. The state
also built diversion dams around the southern omgEnio slow the flow of water into the
cave and allow for year round tours without feafledding>® Construction projects
included erecting additional picnic shelters arelg¢mall shed used for a pit toilet. In
1962, the state built a new residence for the paperintendent and in 1963 an
administration building and gift shap. The state constructed a new maintenance shop
and restrooms in the campgrounds located in thpéetiparea of the park, as well as the

campgrounds in the canyon, in 1985Finally, in 1969, the state completed a swimming

8 Oklahoma, "State Parks and Recreation Aregmtuteg2001), 6: 74 — 1846.2

“9 Elzie Noblitt, “Opening Speech.” Alabaster Cawe8tate Park History File, Alabaster Caverns
State Park. (emphasis in original).

0 caywood, “Alabaster Caverns State Park Historyy’ n
> bid.

2 |bid. See Appendix E for a map of Alabaster CaseState Park grounds.
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pool and bathhouse in the canyon campgrodhdghen, in November 1980, the Division
of State Parks remodeled the lighting system ircthe, spending one $140,000 and
taking four and half months to re-wire the caVe.

Visitation to Alabaster Caverns increased aft@ob@ng a state park, likely
because of road improvements and better publioityife attraction. By July 1955, the
Planning and Resources Board reported that thelhzatlexperienced 22,725 visitors for
the previous fiscal year.In 1961, visitation was down to 14,994 but by 19®at
number grew to 25,68%. This slight ebb and flow of visitation numberpeagrs to be

comparable to current visitation trends as inditdig the count of visitors since 2091.

Table1l Alabaster Caverns Visitation 2001-2012 >

Fiscal Y ear Visitation

2001 28,666

2002 26,643

2003 27,201

2004 25,750

2005 15,217 (closed for 6 months for lightingtailation)

2006 21,536

2007 19,646

2008 19,981

2009 23,606

2010 21,821

2011 22,105

2012 21,669
%3 |bid.
* Ipid.

®"Sooner Parks' Popularity Puts Texas in Shalhég July 17, 1955, 23.

6 "State Park Attendance Sets New High of Nine Miill' Ibid, February 5, 1962, 33; "Park
Director Sees Another Record Yedhid, June 29, 1967, 49.

>’ Table 1 Visitation Numbers 2001-2012 provided bgb®ster Caverns State Park Manager
Mike Caywood on March 6, 2013.

*® |bid.

50

www.manaraa.com



Under state management, Alabaster Caverns hasdsamulti-faceted role
beyond simple tourism. In 1967, the Oklahoma befense and Emergency Resources
Management Act created the Oklahoma Departmentwif Emergency Management to
“authorize the creation of local organizationsdwil defense” and “provide for the
formulation and execution of a plan of emergenspueces management” in the event of
natural disasters or enemy attdckBecause of the nature of the main cave, eiglel fe
below the surface with a thirty-foot thick ceiliag its deepest point, the caverns are a
natural choice for shelter in the event of a nuchdast. The Civil Defense designated
the main Cavern as a nuclear fallout shelter amedtenough food and water supplies to
feed the designated capacity of 3,080 people forttnthree weeks. After about twelve
years, the barrels began to deteriorate and irdHg 1980s, and at the request of the
Alabaster Caverns State Park manager the Centtah@ka Grotto of the National
Speleological Society removed the barrels frompeek°

The Alabaster Caverns State Park, however, haslwals remained protected
from use or even exploitation that has proven tddtemental for the park, the caverns,
or its inhabitants. Throughout its existenceai$ lbheen subject to careless visitors and
their reckless littering. During the 1980s, thentCal Oklahoma Grotto of the National
Speleological Society (C.0.G.) assisted with clgatimoughout the caverns. In January
1986, the first clean-up team consisting of C.x&vers from Oklahoma and Kansas

picked up trash throughout the main cavern inclgdiisposable camera flash bulbs,

*9 Oklahoma, “Oklahoma Civil Defense and EmergencydReces Management AcStatutes
(2001),5: 63 — 683.1, 683.2, 683.3.

% Bruce Baker, "Alabaster Caverns State Park OklahoNSS Newd6, (April 1988), 86.
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insulators, construction materials, paper, cangldsp and other litter along the visitor's
trail. This clean-up crew also began cleaninguwmpder that they found out of sight of
the visitor's trail. One of the workers that dByice Baker, noted that the lumber
appeared to have been in the cave for a long&in&y the end of the workday, the
workers cleared half of the cave. The C.O.G. ra&drfor two days in April to remove
litter from the second half of the cave. In Jihe C.O.G. made a third trip to begin the
task of eradicating algae caused by the lightirgythe cave's natural moisture from the
walls in the "White Way" area. Finally, in Septeenftwelve members of the C.O.G.
returned to finish the tagk.The C.0.G. used a cleaning formula consistingnet-third
gallon of bleach to two gallons of waf&r.

In October 1987, the Oklahoma Tourism and Re@eddepartment instituted an
annual Halloween tour at Alabaster Caveéthghe first year, staff and volunteers
darkened the caverns and transformed the mainwilivédalloween decorations.
Volunteers served as “Ghosts and Goblins,” roarthiegCavern during the spook-filled
tours from October 23 to October 31. Tourism adfic expected more than five
thousand visitors during the nine days and dutiregetight years that Alabaster Caverns
held the Halloween tours, the record number otmisiwas fifty-three hundred in one

consecutive four day peridad.

® |bid.

®2 Ipid.

®bid, 87.

b4 “Alabaster Caverns Tour to Spook Visitor§fie OklahomanOctober 18, 1987.

% Caywood, “Alabaster Caverns State Park Historyp’ n
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Despite the potential profitability of the Halloetours, in 1992, state officials
shortened the event from two weekends to one tib tha detrimental effect on the bats’
hibernating patterns. "Biologists have raised eons that the [strobe] lights and noise
used during the Halloween tours could be disrupttivine cavern’s 4,000 bat tenants.”
State tourism officials studied the situation aftdrawo more years of tours, letters from
biologists, and a departmental study concluding te Halloween tour was detrimental
to the safety of volunteers, participants, batg, thuie caverns, officials canceled these
tours®’

The Division of Planning and Development evaludtedimpact of the event at
Alabaster Caverns and stated, “This event has theesubject of concern almost since its
inception.®® The report described the nature of the bat pdipulaexplaining that the
Halloween tours took place at the beginning ofliaes’ hibernation period. The
combination of human noise, recorded music anchstseon tape players, strobe lights,
and fog machines served to disturb bats during thieernation forcing them to use
valuable reserves of energy in the form of stoe¢d Because of these disturbances, the

bats woke from hibernation and did not have as nfacktored within their bodies to see

% Michael McNutt, “Halloween Tour of Cavern Shortdrte Protect Bats."The Oklahoman,
October 3, 1992.

7 william Cair, Professor of Biology, University @entral Oklahoma to Khris Marek, Director
of Planning and Development Div., Department of fism and Rec., April 11, 1995; Dennis E. to Jim
Thomas, Director, State of Oklahoma Tourism andr&mon Department, July 21, 1992. Alabaster
Caverns State Park History File, Alabaster Cav&tate Park; Bill Runnoe, Programs Admin, to David
Davies, Deputy Director, State of Oklahoma Tour&md Recreation Department, August 10, 1992, Memo.
Alabaster Caverns State Park History File, AlalraStverns State Park.; Oklahoma Tourism and
Recreation Department, The Division of Planning Bredelopment, “Evaluation of the ‘Tour of Terror’
Halloween Event at Alabaster Caverns State ParfoR. Alabaster Caverns State Park History File,
Alabaster Caverns State Park.

% The Division of Planning and Development, “Evaiaatof the ‘Tour of Terror’ Halloween

Event at Alabaster Caverns State Park,” Repolaba@ster Caverns State Park History File, Alabaster
Caverns State Park.
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them through the winter months and into April wiileay usually begin awaking from
hibernation. Furthermore, staff found damaged ¢axnmations and lighting after each
tour. Added to the ecological and conservatiomofag the Division of Planning and
Development determined that the safety and ligh#isues from thirteen reported
injuries within five years of the tour were anotherentive to end the toufs.

Alabaster Caverns also did not have adequatatiasjlstaff, or volunteers to
carry out the popular event. The park had less fifty parking spaces and Halloween
tours attracted between two hundred and three lednghrs to the property. Tour shifts
were twelve hours long, and on the Saturday o&tlemt in 1994, fifteen hundred people
attended. In addition to the five Alabaster Cagestaff members, and the visiting staff
members and park rangers from nearby state pgoksating the tour required thirty
volunteers per shift for six shifts during the falays of the event. The nearby town of
Freedom only had a population of 264 people to drpan for volunteer®’ The report
concluded that the revenue gained from the eveatneasufficient to justify the costs in
injuries, liability, damages, and staff and volwrtexhaustion as well as the detriment to
the cavern and bat populati6h.

Since the first Euro-American settlers arriveshanthwestern Oklahoma in the
1893 land run opening the Cherokee Outlet, theioslship of the local community with

Alabaster Caverns has been important to its useamskervation as well as its growth as

% The Division of Planning and Development, “Evaloatof the ‘Tour of Terror’ Halloween
Event at Alabaster Caverns State Park,” Repogabddter Caverns State Park History File, Alabaster
Caverns State Park.

"9 Research did not reveal any negative outcry frocallresidents over the cancellation.

™ The Division of Planning and Development, “Evaiaatof the ‘Tour of Terror’ Halloween
Event at Alabaster Caverns State Park.”
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a recreation and tourist attraction. Today, l@mahmunity organizations continue to be
a fundamental part of the state park. One exawfglas relationship includes the local
Boy Scout Venture Crew chartered in 1993. The psgf this crew is to provide the
caverns with an emergency response team in the ef/an accident® The crew
includes adult advisors as well as male and felymi¢hs aged fourteen to twenty-offe.
The Boy Scout Venture Crew also assists with ptsjgxluding trail work in Cedar
Canyon, improvements in the campgrounds, natureitees, and annual counts of the
bat populatior? The relationship provides the reciprocal bertefthe crew members by
providing them with a community service projectttftesters an appreciation and
understanding of nature and outdoor recreation.

Since the State of Oklahoma halted the Hallowemmrg, Alabaster Caverns State
Park management continued to develop policies angkpmming focused on the
educational interpretation and conservation of Ater Caverns, Cedar Canyon, and
wildlife indigenous to the area. Thus, it contiaue foster public appreciation for this
natural wonder and its environment. In 1995, AtdabaCaverns officials added the sport
of wild caving to the programming offered at thekpaWith proper preparation and
equipment, people can explore the four other uridpee caves on the park in teams of
three or moré® Wild-cavers are required to obtain a permit fritve park office and

must have at least three people in the party witbast one person being eighteen years

2 Caywood, “Alabaster Caverns State Park Historyp' n
" Ibid.
™ Ibid.

S Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, Aleba3averns,
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id. Dl(accessed February 20, 2013).
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or older. Cavers must also show that they havegateired equipment including a hard
hat, three light sources, a long sleeve shirt, loaugts, high-topped shoes, water, and a
first aid kit.”® Explorers are also required to check in with theimistration office when
they leave to explore a cave and when they get tmatisure that someone who can get
help knows where they are. In July 2000, the jpagdemented a policy allowing
families or groups of three to fifteen people tongain a modified but natural caveé.

Educational programming focusing on wildlife indks a cooperative effort
between the park and the Oklahoma Department adliféilConservation. The
Department uses Alabaster Caverns as a meetingfpoioat flight viewings® Another
program offered is the Watchable Wildlife Weekethhin the spring focusing on flora
and fauna of the aréa. Living history programs are now a part of thel#dater Caverns
experience offered during the summers. Park otédf lantern tours based on the tours
early settlers and visitors experienced includoal stories about Alabaster Caverns and
Cedar Canyon. The interpretative tours featurearttrao descriptions coined by Charles
Grass, the man responsible for naming the Alab&seerns and many of the formations
within the caves. Educational programming at thkk @lso includes live animal exhibits
on site as well as outreach into the classrodims.

During the height of tourism season in 2004, ttaeSof Oklahoma temporarily

closed Alabaster Caverns to install new lightingt #nhanced the interpretation and

® |bid.
7 Ibid.
8 |bid.
" Ibid.

* |bid,
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conservation efforts in the cave. The Land andéMabnservation Fund made this
possible through a grant administered by the Nati®ark Service, and matching money
from the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Departfifefirank Florentine of the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Spaceddum designed the system centered
on the concept of flowing water, the origin of ttreation of the cave. Florentine earlier
designed the lighting system for the Kartchner @av&tate Park in Benson, Arizoffa.
Algae growth had continued to plague the caveraltswlue to the direct lighting
installed in the cave's moist environment. Théestammissioned the new lighting
system to remedy the problem. The State of Oklahgpent months planning and
researching the project to ensure that the installaf the new lighting would not
interfere with the bat population and would remamobtrusive and environmentally
friendly.2® Staff members carefully worked to remove the dting growth without

further damaging the soft gypsum, selenite, anblaate*

On December 24, 2004, shortly after reopening &¢édr Caverns a rock collapse
outside the entrance stopped tours for several dagsk officials consulted a geologist
who confirmed that frozen water inside the cradkthe rock overhang caused them to
fall when the water expanded as it froze withingb& gypsum. The pile of rocks from
the collapse was eight feet tall, ten feet deeg,sixty feet wide, effectively blocking
public access to the entrance to the cave. Stakeqgfficials consulted with an engineer

to determine the best way to remove the rocksk &féicials considered how much

8L Keli Clark, "Caverns' new upgrade illuminatingHe OklahomaniNovember 7, 2004, n.p.
# Ipid.
® Ibid.

8 This was explained on a tour on October 8, 2007.
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debris they must remove for public safety befokenigaction. Park Manager, Mike
Caywood said, "since it is a natural occurrencél] Yeave as much of that as we c&n."
The decision to leave most of the fallen rock beeatoccurred naturally reflects a non-
invasive management philosophy with regard to @itenally occurring environment.
State officials decided that they must preserventtaral aspects of the cave while also
considering the visitor's access to the cave. rébent collapse of the rocks is a part of
the cave's geologic history and, therefore, musirbserved and interpretdd This
balance between the best interests and safetynoéwisitors and preservation values
reflects the dilemma facing state and national p#nkoughout the United States. Their
management practices must allow for the publicaigke parks that by its very nature
affects preservation.

Finally, the state’s stewardship progressed furithéhe past decade. The current
management has developed educational programmthgeuiiriculum involving the
wildlife in Alabaster Caverns and around the paskyell as the geological history of the
region and the system of caves that make up the garday, tour guides have de-
emphasized the romanticized descriptions of thieestitours that focused on the shapes
of rocks along with anecdotal storytelling, exctthe living history events designed to
recreate the experience of early visitors to theecal' he tours, featuring geological and
biological facts, focus on education as well aggainment. This emphasis on educating
visitors reveals an understanding that a betteriméd public is more likely to cooperate
with efforts to conserve the caves as well as thvirenment they live in. All of these

factors combined with an observance of the landsdie oil rigs and tanks that have

8 pawn Marks, "Caverns' Entrance Blockedltie OklahomarDecember 30, 2004.

® |bid,
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been present for decades, as well as the windiesbwhich were installed in 2003,
reflect the kinds of conservation changes AlabaStarerns has experienced under the
stewardship of the Oklahoma state parks systene. significance of the conservationist
ethic as well as limited preservation values arthér understood in the broader context
of emerging environmentalism, awareness, and acletm@ment of the need for humans

to take better care of the earth.

59

www.manharaa.com




CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION

Early accounts described turn of the twentiethtogrnencounters with the Bat
Caves as tours of adventure, exploration, and worndlecording to local legends,
outlaws were the first to use Alabaster Cavernssgdile stories that have grown out of
accounts of skeletons, weapons, horse tack, bisned) and tools found in Alabaster
Caverns, without the archeological evidence thaghtiave once existed it is difficult to
state with certainty that the caverns were dise@d&efore 1900. Many of the stories of
tool and bison bones found in the Encampment Raaimbe traced to one of the early
promoters and developers of the caverns, Dr. J&desmann. It would add a great deal
of mystery to the appeal of the caverns to toutstdaim early Native Americans used
them. Without other corroborating evidence, Schumsastory is not credible. It was not
until after 1900 that the first verifiable documethtexplorations of the caverns emerge as
groups of people sought the caves for recreatidrneanenture, as well as to extract
guano and alabaster for economic gain.

By 1928, proprietors began changing Alabaster @esve® make them easier to
tour by clearing pathways, carving steps, and linsgdighting and handrails. Owners

had found another way to exploit the caves and nohdages to allow visitors easier
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access. In 1939, Charles Grass bought the landhadeé further developments. He
mined Alabaster to make souvenirs for sale in titssgop. In the midst of his
exploitation of Alabaster Caverns’ resources, Gcassmercialized the caverns as a
tourist attraction. He advertised them througtibatstate and beyond in an effort to
build an appreciation for the beauty of the natwahder and for the economic gain that
increased visitation would bring. While Grass ddug protect the bats in the caverns
from reckless and willful abuse, he did not presghe caverns themselves as he
continued to make changes to them, including rengpalabaster to create items for sale.
Although he cannot be considered a conservationiatpreservationist, he did pave the
way for the protection of the caverns from furtpewate exploitation by insuring that it
became a state park, effectively placing it int® plublic trust.

Grass sold Alabaster Caverns to the State of @khahin 1953 in an effort to
protect the caverns from future private exploitatidVithout Grass’s work to develop the
caverns as a tourist destination and his effortautture visitors’ appreciation for the
caverns, his property might not enjoy the benefitiseing protected as a state park today.
Grass's development of the property, and his promaif an appealing destination for
travelers, attracted local support for efforts &orgpr the state's interest in the property as
a state park.

Local boosters saw the Alabaster Caverns poteawotialovide an economic boost
for the area as well as gain additional infrastriceeto support increased travel. These
boosters were correct in their assumptions thataverns establishment as a state park
would lead to better roads and signage to pront&gark. The visitation to the park

increased from under 10,000 in 1947 to over 22i0dM®M55 after the establishment of the
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state park. These estimates are based on Chadss'sreports in 1947 about the
caverns' highest visitation numbers followed bggort from the Division of State Parks
in 1955. Although the park saw an initial increathe visitation numbers have remained
mostly the same with slight fluctuations dependingvarious factors such as shutting the
caverns down for lighting improvements or bad weatmpeding travel in the area. One
reason that Alabaster Caverns has not seen higgi&tion numbers through the years is
its remote location. It is not conveniently lochteear a major interstate, or other major
tourist attractions. Visitors must plan a visitAabaster Caverns to go there. Its
location does not facilitate its promotion as angcéurn out or spur of the moment side
trip.

Under government stewardship, the use of Alab&eerns has continued to
evolve from utility and recreation to conservatibalanced by efforts to conserve the
caverns and its natural flora and fauna, whilevahg the public to access and appreciate
them. An example of the utilitarian use of thearas is the Civil Defense’s designation
of the main cave as a nuclear fallout shelter dutive Cold War. In the 1960s and
1970s, officials stored ration supplies throughdlatbaster Caverns. While the rations
are no longer stored there, it remains a falloetteh capable of housing 3,080 people.
During the late 1980s, state park officials furtagploited Alabaster Caverns as a venue
for thrill-seeking entertainment by creating "haadittours during Halloween. After
seven years of the “Tour of Terror” causing damagie delicate cave formations and
the hibernating bat population, the state evalutitedosts versus the limited benefits
gained from the tours and chose to halt them. cHssation of the Halloween tours in

1994 was another step in the changing conservaptiaxtices at the Alabaster Caverns.
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Finally, the state’s efforts to conserve the cagdrave advanced further in the
past decade. In 2004, the state closed the pankgdile height of the tourist season, to
install a new lighting system intended to slow ginewth of algae throughout the cave.
When a collapse at the entrance overhang occurrBécember 2004, limited excavation
occurred in an effort to preserve the natural eeéthe rock fall as part of the geological
history of the cave. Some might argue that thesa@tto preserve the natural event of
the rock fall was futile considering the many chesaguman interaction with the caverns
has caused throughout the twentieth century. Hewelie state's recent conservation
efforts reflect an ecological sensitivity and uredending about the importance of
conserving whatever is possible so that humangagatinue to explore, enjoy, and learn
from the caverns for as long as possible.

State Park officials efforts to conserve the casare tied closely to educating
the public about them. The current managementiéasloped educational programming
with curriculum that includes the wildlife at Alaktar Caverns, as well as the geological
history of the region and the system of cavesrigdte up the park. The romanticized
aspect of tours focused on the fanciful shapesaks and anecdotal story telling has
been de-emphasized, except for living history eveesigned to recreate the experience
of early visitors to the cave. The tours now foonseducation, reflecting the
understanding that the more visitors know abouetihheronment and understand their
own affect on its fragility the more likely they happreciate and cooperate in efforts to
alter their interaction with it in an effort to cserve it.

Visitors today witness a complicated landscapé lothin and outside the state

park. The oil rigs and tanks, which have beenenefor decades, represent the old
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extractive ethos that included mining guano andadger from the cave. The wind
turbines built in 2003 highlight conservation effothat relate to changes in the
management of the caverns under the stewardshine @klahoma state parks system.
Charles Grass represents a linking personalitysretiorts to develop the caverns, first
as a profit-making source of extractive resources@mmercial tourism, to a preserved

and ecologically sensitive attraction emphasizirglieauty and natural wonder of the

caverns.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: LOCATION OF ALABASTER CAVERNS STATE PRK
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The map above shows the location of
Alabaster Caverns in northwestern
Oklahoma.

Bruce Baker, "Alabaster Caverns State Park
Oklahoma,"NSS News46 no. 4 (April 1988), 84.

The map to the left shows the routes

available to reach Alabaster Caverns State

Park from Oklahoma City. It also shows
several towns and cities as well as points
of interest such as Roman Nose State p4
Little Sahara State Park, Great Salt Plair
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State Park, and Boiling Springs State Park.

"With a Little Drive... You Can Really Go
Places,'The OklahomanApril 21, 1970, 58.

77

www.manaraa.com



APPENDIX B: TOWNSHIP 26 NORTH RANGE 18 WEST MAP

TOWNSHIP 26 NORTH RANGE 18 WEST OF THE INDIAN MERIDIAN, OKLAHOMA
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Township 26 North Range 18 West. Alabaster Cavisrtoated in the
southwest quarter of section 28 (one hundred sigtg tract) and the
northwest section of the northwest section of sacd3 (forty acre tract), both
in Township 26 North; Range 18 West.

Master Title Plat Map provided by Bureau of Landridgement DM ID: 44830,
Township/Range 026.0N - -18.0W Indian Meridian.
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/details/Isr/defaubipx?dm_id=44830&sid=pkdIxcge.rhv
(accessed on March 31, 2013).
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APPENDIX C: ALABASTER CAVERNS MAP
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APPENDIX D: GRAFITTI HALL PHOTOGRAPHIC DETAIL

Photographs taken in Graffiti Hall in the basction of the cave where
many early settlers left their mark on the walSlifigerman, May 17, 1900"

Photograph taken by Ammie Bryant, October 8, 2007.
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APPENDIX E: MAP OF ALABASTER CAVERNS STATE PARK ABVE GROUND
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Alabaster Caverns State Park Map provided by thte $if
Oklahoma on its travel website.
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id. Dl(accessed
March 31, 2013).
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